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John Morton was someone whose
political support was fluid, to say the
least; originally a Lancastrian supporter,
he changed sides to the Yorkists before
allying himself with Henry after his
victory at the Battle of Bosworth. While
Morton's loyalty could be called into
question, his skills and talent could

not. Henry needed capable men and
appointed him to the prestigious position
of Archbishop of Canterbury. Morton
was then effectively given carte blanche
to set up a spy and surveillance network
which would report directly to the king
and the king alone.

Henry had spies throughout Europe
and also at home and these agents of the
king were instructed to keep a close eye
on those who might pose a threat. This
spy network was especially helpful to
the first Tudor king in the case of Perkin
Warbeck, as it meant that Henry knew
of the pretender’'s whereabouts and who
his supporters were, and so could act
accordingly. Indeed, it was through this
network that he learned that William
Stanley - whose army had effectively
won him the crown at Bosworth
- was plotting with traitors and He set

so he was executed and his up the StaI
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Defining moment

Invasion of England
1485

Henry and a small invasion force, made up mostly
of foreign mercenaries and exiled Englishmen,
land in Wales and try to muster support. Henry's
army eventually numbers around 5,000, but
Richard III soon learns of its presence and Henry
is forced to fight at Bosworth Field on 22 August.
Richard's army gradually begins to grind down
the opposition. However, when nobleman William
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