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French GCSE

Learning a foreign language enables you to achieve a range of skills that are highly valued. French is a real asset in any career, as it ranks among the top 5 most frequently spoken languages in the world and plays an important role in many countries.
The French department is following the AQA syllabus for GCSE and students will take four separate examinations on the language skills at the end of Year 11 – listening and reading (50%) speaking and writing (50% each). 
Students will continue to develop their linguistic skills through the language course and will study all of the following themes on which the examinations are based. 
Theme 1: Identity and culture 
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 
The aim of the course is both to develop students’ linguistic skills and their awareness of the French culture through the use of authentic materials. Therefore lessons aim to be interactive and challenging; thorough oral practice during group and pair work is encouraged, active participation is demanded to ensure understanding and learning and writing skills as well as comprehension skills are developed. 
Most of the grammar required for GCSE will have been covered by the end of Year 10 in order to provide a firm grammatical foundation and to reach a more elaborate style of writing. The immersion into the French culture is encouraged through a range of independent activities such as watching cartoons, films, sport events and news, listening to authentic music and audio stories as well as reading French magazines and readers.
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