ORR Revision notes – Russia

Key Question: How had Russia’s geography helped shape its history?

1894 Russia over eight million square miles

Two and a half times the size of the USA

Population quadrupled between 1815 and 1914 from 40 m to 165 m

Impression of strength misleading. Due to large number of races, languages religions and cultures.

22 different nationalities and languages.

All ruled by hereditary Romanov tsar. Romanovs in power from 1613-1917

Fundamental Laws of the Empire Article 1 stated ‘The Emperor of all the Russias is an autocratic and unlimited monarch. God himself ordains that all must bow to his supreme power, not only out of fear but also out of conscience.’

3 organs of gov

1) Imperial council – honorary advisers

2) Cabinet of Ministers – ran gov depts

3) Senate – supervised the law

All organs limited – function to give advice only
Key Question: Why had there been so little political progress in Russia?

Some reforming Tsars but practical e.g building St Petersburg not political.

Russia 1881 criminal offence to oppose tsar or his gov.

· no Parl.

· Pol parties exist but have no legal right to exist!

· No free press – gov censorship

Repression led to liberal ideas (those who wanted reform in Russ rather than rev) going underground. Infiltrated by tsarist secret police or Okhrana. By late 19th C raids arrests and imprisonments common.

Extremism – denial of free speech led political activists to direct action – 1881 Tsar Alex II blown to bits by People’s Will group. No moderate middle ground for moderate political debate to develop.

Russian Orthodox Church – reactionary (opposed to any form of progressive change) pillar of the tsarist system.  Detached from society e.g. in 1900 a Moscow suburb with 40,000 people had only one church and one priest.

Taught that duty to be faithful to ‘God’s anointed’ – the tsar – descended by divine right from God. Catechism said: ‘God commands us to love and obey from the inmost recesses of our heart every authority, and particularly the tsar.’

Key Question: How unbalanced was the distribution of classes in Russian society?
Comparatively small commercial, professional and working classes. 

1897 Russian census showed:

0.5% ruling class

12% upper class

1.5% commercial class

4% working class

82% peasants

Illustrates critical lack of industry in Russia – pre Industrial Rev.

BUT some industry e.g Urals and iron production.

Moscow and St P textile factories

Cottage industries and smelting small scale.

Size and undeveloped transport links limited chances of industrial expansion

No effective banking system – hard to raise capital so no entrepreneurs.

Agriculture also source of weakness. Arable farming only in Black Earth region stretching from Ukraine to Kazakhstan.

Land Hunger due to Emancipation Proclamation of 1861. Reform abolished serfdom which had given landlord total control. 

Ex-serfs now entitled to buy land but they found prices too high. 

WHY? Two reasons:

1) Shortage of suitable farming territory

2) Gov’s taxation of land sales imposed in order to raise cash to compensate landowners for losses caused by emancipation. 

3) Vicious circle as serfs forced to borrow large mortgages from gov state bank taking generations to repay and limiting land development.

Peasants mainly illiterate. Regarded by elite with fear and distrust. ‘Dark masses’ to be severely repressed. 

Saw peasants as living in ‘safe ignorance’. Attitude of elites that attempt to raise standards highly dangerous, socially and politically.

Key Question: What function did the army serve in tsarist Russia?

Peasants kept in check by the army. Conscription itself used as a weapon and dreaded as a punishment. Under Nicholas I 1825-55 over 1m soldiers died in peacetime.

Cost of maintaining army around 45% of all gov spending – 1.5 m men. Compared to 4% on education.

Commissions bought for officers – no room for merit. Hidden by lack of action – only major conflict Crimea 1854-6.

Your task: Place this information in a spider-diagram please. At the centre of your diagram write HOW FAR DID RUSSIAN GEOGRAPHY SHAPE ITS METHOD OF GOVERNANCE? 

