The Tsars: a Quick Survey

Ivan III (The Great)
1st ruler to be called Tsar (derives from Caesar).

(1462 – 1505)
Moscow as “3rd Rome” after sack of Constantinople in 1453.

Ivan IV (The Terrible)
Conquers Kazan and begins Russian’s imperial quest.

(1533 – 1584) 





Much of Russia’s imperial expansion was S & E.

Mikhail


The first Romanov Tsar.

(1613 – 45) 

Peter the Great

Continued Russian imperial expansion S & E but saw 

(1682 – 1725)
that Russia’s survival depended on becoming a European power. 


1697-98 he spent 18 months in England and Holland;


created St. Petersburg as Russia’s new capital; subjected the Church to the State; created a navy; & enforced Western customs.

Catherine the Great
Continued to strengthen Russia so that she was able 

(1762 – 96) 
to fend off Napoleon in 1812.


But the strength of the Empire could only be maintained by modernising the economy and administration. This meant developing an educated middle class who would question the existing system and aspire to a role in government. All Tsars were wary of doing this. 

Nicholas I
Repressive Tsar who, following the revolt of the 

(1825 – 55)
Decembrists in 1825, set up the Third Section and issued the Fundamental Laws.

Alexander II
Not a liberal but still known as the Tsar Liberator 

(1855 – 81)
for his emancipation of the serfs and other reforms. Was assassinated by The People’s Will.

Alexander III
Reverted to the repression of Nicholas I. His 

(1881 – 94) 
policies were referred to as the Reaction.

Nicholas II
The last of the Romanovs.

(1894 – 1917)

Your task: 

1) Find pictures please of each of these to add to the timeline. 

2) Hero or Zero? Can you rank these rulers in order of how effectively they ruled?
