ORR Notes – Russia

KQ: What were the problems of governing Russia in the nineteenth century?
Population size and distribution. 94% people in 1840 living in small villages, population grew from 45.6 million in 1800 to 69 million in 1851 and 125 million by 1900. Percentage of those in towns very small, 6% in 1861 rising to 15% in 1896. St Petersburg was the largest city with 500,000 people closely followed by Moscow. 

20-25 million Muslims, 5 million Jews. Nationalism becoming increasing important to Russia’s national groups leading to revolts in 1831 and 1863 in Poland in reaction to the policy of Russification. 

Social structure in Tsarist Russia

Nobles were exempt from taxation. In 1858 there were one million nobles. In 1858 there were 90,000 serf owners with 18,500 owning more than 100 serfs. There was a wide variation in wealth owing to the law of inheritance that divided up land among all male heirs after death. They had extensive powers over their serfs:

1) controlled marriage and sale of their serfs.

2) Could demand feudal dues in the form of labour, money and goods.

3) Controlled the distribution of land – could dispossess serfs and reduce them to the role of household servant.

4) Had unrestricted powers to punish including flogging and exile to Siberia. 

5) Could demand any money earned by a serf as taxation. 

Ruling elite dominated army, diplomatic corps, salaried civil nobility next forming bureaucracy, working as provincial governors and controlling the army.

What rights did a landlord have over a serf?

The middle class

1850 about 114,00 small shopkeepers, entrepreneurs, government officials and merchants. Influence increased as the growth of towns increased their numbers.  The ‘intelligentsia’ were normally sons of priests who became teachers, doctors, government statisticians and experts. Became increasingly critical of the Tsarist regime and its restrictions on free speech and press, and emphasis on birth and wealth. 

Peasants

Divided into three main groups. 

1) State serfs – lived on an estate owned by Church, Tsar or State. Generally paid a fixed cash sum to the bailiff. In 1858 there were 19,379,631.

2) Privately owned serfs paid taxes with their labour – usually for three days a week. Could also be forced to pay in cash or goods. Worse off than state serfs.
3) Household serfs worked as maids, butlers, cooks etc. In 1858 they numbered 724,314 and had no land. They were not paid and were instead given board and lodging. 

According to Soviet historians feudal dues accounted for between 1/3 to 2/3s of the income of a peasant family. Peasants also had to pay state taxes in the form of conscription for 1 in 25 males. Males served for 15 years and mortality was high – so high in fact that wives of men called up were declared widows and allowed to remarry. 

Give one direct and one indirect form of taxation

The Mir

Serfs were free to farm their own land and controlled village life through the village community or mir. 

Economy based on agriculture, mainly grain and rye although some craftwork. Self sufficient as villagers made own clothes, tools and furniture and built their own houses. Surpluses were sold to pay feudal dues. 


Land was organised on an open field basis – the arable fields were divided in to strips and each family was allotted their share across three fields. Given the absence of artificial fertilizers one field remained fallow each year. Obviously the even division of lands precluded advances.

Members of the mir administered common lands, collected taxes, looked after the sick and provided education. Decisions at the mir were by common agreement although these could be influenced by the priest or a rich kulak (Russian for fist – a wealthy and greedy peasant).


By 1850s families declining in size as sons set up own homes. Children seen as an asset as larger labour force or could be sent to work in factories. 50% of children died before the age of 5 and 45% before their 5th birthday. If you reached your 5th birthday then you could expect to live to 40 years old. 


Famine occurred in 1820, 1833, 1839, 1845 1855 and 1859. In almost every year there was peasant violence at the shortages. 

How was land allotted?

What did the mir system provide?

Give advantages and disadvantages of the mir system.

Industrial workers
Treated very badly. Mainly worked in iron ore production – Russia largest exporter in the world. Also silver (largest European exporter.) Workers relied on vodka to get through the day and frequently went on strikes, go-slows or simply ran away across the border. 

Nature of Tsardom

Tsardom based on three concepts:

1) Orthodoxy. Meant faith in God, the Orthodox Church and the Tsar. Catholic Churches suppressed ruthlessly. Priests supported the Tsar, until the reign of Alexander II (1855-81) ritually cursing all those each year who would not acknowledge that the Tsars divinely appointed. 

2) Autocracy. The Tsar was not controlled by any institutional or legal checks, a Parliament or elections. A personality cult developed where he was seen as the ‘father’ of his people. 
3) Nationality. Union of Russian Orthodox Church with autocracy to make Russian nation. RUSSIANISM was the belief that Russia’s history and character gave it its individual character, different beliefs and outlook signified by serfdom. Tsars who felt strong links to Germany opposed supporters of Russianism who argued the German dominated Baltic provinces should be Russianised. These divisions led to the Slavophiles and Westernisers, who debated Russia’s direction in the 1840s.

Give three core beliefs of Tsardom and explain each.
Tsarist Government

Administration:

Three main bodies to advise the Tsar:

1) Imperial Council of Ministers – 35-60 of the richest landowners. Could only advise but lasted into 1905 when it became the second chamber of the Duma.

2) Committee of Ministers – appointed by the Tsar and responsible for a particular area of governance. Became the Council of Ministers in 1906.

3) The Senate founded in 1711 supervised the other two although in practice due to the Tsar very small role. Made into Supreme Court of the Empire in 1864.

4) All this bound together by use of spies called ‘Third Section’.

Which body became part of the Duma in 1905?
Censorship
Strict censorship was introduced to fight the growth of liberal ideas. Executions, exile, imprisonment flogging and restriction of foreign travel was common. Writers like Dostoevsky and Tolstoy had to use fiction to inform public opinion.

Finance

Finance came from feudal dues and taxation. 88.6% of peasants and urban working classes provided 90% of all revenue to fund both the Tsar and the privileged upper classes. 

The Army

The Russian army was 1million strong. They were recruited as 1% of the peasant population each year between the ages of 25-35. They had special privileges like no taxation but there were many problems:

1) Mortality rates extremely high

2) Inferior weapons and low morale

3) Aristocracy bought commissions and dominated Army High Command.

4) Corruption and embezzlement throughout.

A 5 year professional army was suggested but was vetoed by the nobles who feared created a class of emancipated male serfs as it was the custom to free time-served soldiers.

What were the main sources of recruitment?

What were the main abuses suffered by the rank and file?
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