ORR Notes

Glossary of terms for Russia NEA
Proletariat – the industrial working class.

Dictatorship – an absolute ruler especially one who has seized power unconstitutionally and uses it oppressively.

Reactionary – opposing radical social change or favouring a return to a former political or social order.

Bourgeoisie – middle class

Serf – agricultural labourer in feudal society bound to a lord and often 
exchanged with land. 

Revolution – a fundamental political change – particularly the overthrow of one government and the substitution of another.

Marxism – class struggle and violent transitional period leading to the triumph of socialism.

Socialism – a economic and political theory advocating collective or state ownership and administration of the means of production and distribution of goods.

Utopia – an imaginary place or state of perfection.
Terrorism – the systematic use of violence for political ends.

Absolutism – government by an absolute ruler or authority.

Autocracy – government by an autocrat

Autocrat – a person who rules with unlimited power or a dictatorial person. 

Coup d’etat – the violent overthrow of an existing government by a small group of rebels. 
Your task: Can you remember what each of these is? Write down your own definition.
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