Slavophiles and Westernisers

By the middle of the 19th C intellectuals debated three key issues:

· The relationship between the individual and autocracy

· The relationship between Russia and Europe

· How the gulf between the nobility and the peasantry ought to be addressed: i.e. what was Russia’s future? 

Two groups emerged who were described as Slavophiles and Westernisers.

Similarities

Both groups:

· Shared a love of Russia

· Idealised the peasantry and wanted their emancipation

· Saw the Mir and the commune as a basis for future development

· Agreed on the need for social reform and some sort of consultative assembly

Differences

Slavophiles 


Westernisers 



Put the following descriptions into the right box above:

· Emphasised the unity of Tsar and people

· Non-political and conservative

· Believed future development would be based on the class struggle within a capitalist system

· Valued industrialisation and urbanisation

· Devout Christians who believed in Orthodoxy

· Opposed to individualism and excessive individual freedom

· Supported the rights of the individual and democracy

· Non-believers & opposed to the idea of a state religion

