ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: What had encouraged the growth of a liberal movement in Tsarist Russia?
Liberalism is defined as the belief in individual rights of freedom of speech, the rule of law and participation of the people in government. 

Define Liberalism

Initially encouraged by Alexander II’s liberal reforms of the 1860s although he eventually rejected proposals for consultative government based on the ZEMSTVA (local representative councils). Nicholas II dismissed their proposals as a ‘senseless dream’ but the moderates continued their campaign through the zemstva whilst a separate group called the THIRD ELEMENT campaigned more vigorous on a more extreme platform of demanding universal primary education and an end to separate legal status for peasants (only they could be recruited for the army for example).

What encouraged the Liberals?

Unfortunately Russia’s lack of an entrepreneurial middle class, the natural home of the bourgeois liberal, mean that Russia’s liberal groups were very small in size and therefore almost completely insignificant in terms of their actual political effect.

Why were the Liberal influences insignificant?
