SOURCE 1 THE SEA ROVERS

Extract from A History of the World For Young Readers, published in 1965

Rampaging Vikings, or Norsemen, from northern lands now known to us as Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, in their determination to entrench themselves as traders, merchants, and seamen at the earliest opportunity, overran the inviting territories of southern Europe, like a plague upon the inhabitants.

Most Norsemen, it seems, were concerned with raiding and trading to the exclusion of all else. Not only did they raid the villages of the Holy Roman Empire, but they plundered and sacked seaports and remote hamlets along the shores of the Baltic and North seas.

They shamelessly robbed the islands we now refer to as Great Britain and Ireland, and made numerous forays into Mediterranean regions.

So fierce were these Norsemen that many of the priests were said to close their sermons with a prayer: "God, deliver us from the fury of the Northmen."

In celebration of their return home, after successful free-booting expeditions, they spent the long, icy winter nights in feasting.

Enormous tables laden with meats and fish of every description were set before the merrymakers. There were mountains of cheese and bowls heaped high with fruit.

There were crusty loaves of sour bread, black bread, brown bread, and bread sweetened with honey.

And this huge meal was invariably washed down with drinking-horns brimful of mead, a brew containing water, malt, honey, and yeast (a sort of eleventh-century version of our modern ale, perhaps). Then a skald, or minstrel, entertained the assembled gathering with songs and recitations.

SOURCE 2 THE VIKINGS
Extract from Atlas of World History for Young People, published in 1997

In the 8th century a seafaring people called the Vikings sailed in their long- boats from Norway, Denmark and Sweden to find new lands to colonize. They raided coastal settlements, murdering and terrorizing the native populations and plundering their monasteries, returning to their homelands laden with treasure. In the mid-9th century, instead of returning home, Viking raiders began to make permanent settlements. They were good farmers, adapting themselves to the culture of the peoples they conquered. Accomplished traders, they established settlements and trade routes throughout northwestern Europe. Some reached America. By crossing the Baltic Sea, Vikings entered the great river systems of European Russia, and in c. 862 formed the first Russian state in Novgorod. Using the south-flowing rivers, they penetrated the forests and frozen wastes of Russia, establishing trading stations as far as the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. They even reached Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine empire. Though fearless warriors, the Vikings were also fine craftsmen, producing fine swords and beautiful woodcarvings. 
	How have the views of historians changed about the Vikings?

The views of historians about the Vikings seem to have changed between 1965 and today. One historian in 1965 had a very negative view of the Vikings. He said:

[Choose the three worst things you put into bold text. Then copy and paste them here]

A historian writing in 1997 said some very different things about the Vikings. He said 

[Choose two examples of words and phrases in italic. Then copy and paste them here]

However, the historians do seem to agree about some things. For example the historian in Source 1 said …

[Choose one more bad thing from Source 1 and paste it here]

The historian in Source 2 agreed with him when he said …

[Choose one more bad thing from Source 2 and paste it here]




