Battlefield Britain: Hastings


Preparations

1. What sort of man was Harold Godwinson?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. How many ships did William prepare? ……………

3. Where was Harold’s base? ……………………………………………

4. What were the troops called who made up Harold’s core full-time army of professionals? ………………………………………

5. They were supported by the fyrd: what did they have to give Harold?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What was Harold’s main defensive tactic? ……………………………………………

7. Why did Harold have to disperse his army during the summer?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Stamford Bridge

8. How far did Harold’s men march to Stamford Bridge and how long did it take them? …………… miles and ………… days.

9. Note down two reasons why the Vikings were beaten:

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Hastings 

10. Who did William manage to recruit to help him? …………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. Who else did he get to support his invasion? ………………………………………

12. What force did William have that Harold didn’t? ………………………………

13. William’s total force, when it was ready, consisted of

………… ships, …………… men & …………… horses

14. The wind finally changed for William on ……………………

15. Why were his troops surprised when they landed?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

16. How far did Harold’s men have to march? ……………… miles.

17. How were Harold’s men arranged at Hastings?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

18. What was William’s disadvantage at the start of the battle?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

19. Draw a plan of how William’s men were arranged:

20. Battle commenced on ……………………

21. Why didn’t William’s archers make any impact?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

22. What were the Saxons’ first big mistake and why couldn’t Harold do anything about it?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

23. What should Harold have done?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

24. What tactic did William employ to wear out Harold’s men?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

25. What did William’s archers do differently from their first attack?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

26. What happened after Harold was killed?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

27. When was William crowned King of England? ………………………………………

