
 
Fp dfjk nfik_p dXa\jkp& 
 
B ni`k\ kf `dgi\jj fe pfl k_\ e\\[ 
kf \jkXYc`j_ fi[\i `e k_\ cXe[j f] 
Lljj\o( B ]\Xi k_Xk k_\i\ `j jfd\ 
j\dYcXeZ\ f] i\Y\cc`fe `e k_\ X`i( 
M_\ g\fgc\ Xi\ le_Xggp n`k_ k_\`i 
e\n ilc\i& Xe[ k_\i\ _Xm\ Y\\e jfd\ 
d`efi Xkk\dgkj kf i`j\ lg Xe[ kf 
XkkXZb pfli cfZXc Xid`\j& n_f Xi\ 
gfficp [\]\e[\[( 
Rfli dXa\jkp& B `dgcfi\ pfl kf 
_\cg lj kf [\]\e[ pfli cXe[j `e 
Lljj\o Xe[ kf dXb\ pfli b`e^[fd 
^i\Xk\i jk`cc 
 
Rfli \m\i ]X`k_]lc Xe[ 
fY\[`\ek j\imXek 
 
 @l`ccXld\ [\ ;i`flq\ 

 
Fp dfjk nfik_p dXa\jkp& 
 
B dljk Xjb pfl kf _\cg kf \jkXYc`j_ 
fi[\i `e k_\ cXe[j f] Lljj\o( B 
nfiip k_Xk n\ dXp _Xm\ X i\Y\cc`fe 
fe fli _Xe[j( M_\ g\fgc\ Xi\ 
le_Xggp n`k_ k_\`i e\n ilc\i& Xe[ 
k_\i\ _Xm\ Y\\e jfd\ g\fgc\ n_f 
_Xm\ XkkXZb\[ pfli cfZXc Xid`\j& 
n_f Xi\ gfficp [\]\e[\[( 
Rfli dXa\jkp& B Xjb pfl kf _\cg lj 
kf [\]\e[ pfli cXe[j `e Lljj\o Xe[ 
kf dXb\ pfli b`e^[fd ^i\Xk\i jk`cc 
 
Rfli \m\i ]X`k_]lc Xe[ 
fY\[`\ek j\imXek 
 
 @l`ccXld\ [\ ;i`flq\ 
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My most loyal and obedient advisors, 
 
 I seek your advice on the matter of the 
church. You will know that I am a most 
god-fearing and honourable man, and that 
I do my utmost to defend the word of the 
almighty father. He has chosen me as King 
of this great land and now I must carry out 
his work. However, it appears to me that the 
church in England is not following my 
lead. There are examples of priests in village 
churches who are not conforming to my 
orders. They tell my men that the bishops in 
the cathedrals have told them to act in this 
way. The bishops themselves claim that 
they follow the word of the Pope in Rome. It 
is clear that I cannot offend the great Pope 
himself, for he is the master of the church 
on Earth, but I really must have more 
control of the churches of  
England. 
What do you advise? 
 

William  
My most loyal and obedient advisors, 
 
 I seek your advice on the matter of the 
church. You will know am a regular church-
goer and I believe in the word of God. He has 
chosen me as King of this great land and 
now I must carry out his work. However, it 
seems that not all of the priests in the 
churches are following my orders. They tell 
my men that the bishops in the cathedrals 
have told them to act in this way. The 
bishops themselves claim that they follow 
the word of the Pope in Rome. The Pope is the 
master of the church on Earth, so I cannot 
get rid of him,  but I really must have more 
control of the churches of  
England. 
What could I do? 
 

William 
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Your Majesty – the costs of 
defending your great realm 
are great. We have spent 
many hundreds of pounds on 
providing weapons and 
armour for your soldiers, 
on protecting your kingdom, 
and on providing the 
castles and homesteads in 
which your greatest men 
live. Now, however, the pot 
is dry. The King must raise 
more money. We would advise 
the king on a fair taxation 
scheme, but we do not know 
how many people are in the 
land, nor how much wealth 
they have. 
 

The Treasurer 

 
M_\ Mi\XjlipM_\ Mi\XjlipM_\ Mi\XjlipM_\ Mi\Xjlip    

 
Your Majesty – the costs of 
defending your kingdom are 
high. We have spent many 
hundreds of pounds on 
providing weapons and 
armour for your soldiers, 
on protecting your kingdom, 
and on providing the 
castles for your greatest 
men live. Now we have run 
out of money. The King must 
raise more the taxes—but to 
know how much tax to 
charge, we need to know how 
many people there are in 
England. 
 

The Treasurer 

M_\ Mi\XjlipM_\ Mi\XjlipM_\ Mi\XjlipM_\ Mi\Xjlip    
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For the attention of his majesty the King, 
William I of England, Duke of Normandy, 
 
 As our armies reach new parts of the 
country it is clear that the rule of your 
majesty is not yet secure in the furthest 
reaches of the kingdom. In each of the 
shires, land is owned by many English earls 
and barons, and each of these administers 
the land in his area. The lords are a varied 
group, but many swore allegiance to King 
Harold, and yet more swear allegiance even 
now to your enemies. 
All the while your land is in the control of 
these lords, there is a risk that your hold in 
your great nation will be toppled from 
within. 
 
 The advisory council 

 
For the attention of his majesty the King, 
William I of England, Duke of Normandy, 
 
 Your armies are reaching the furthest parts 
of England, but in some places there is still 
some trouble. In every county there is an 
Earl who owns and looks after most of the 
land. These lords are all different, but many 
were friends of King Harold, and many of 
them do not want you to be king. 
For as long as these lords are in control of 
land in England, there is a risk that they will  
try to overthrow the King. Something must 
be done. 
 
 The advisory council 
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