The Domesday Book

Your task is to find out about the Domesday Book which William ordered to be compiled towards the end of his reign.

1. You need to start by going to https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/focuson/domesday/
2. Read the introduction, then click on ‘Discover the story behind it.”

3. Read the third and fourth sections (From King to Conqueror and Wealth of a Nation) and from the fourth section, explain in the space below what the purpose of the Domesday Book was:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Now click on “How was it Made?” From the section “A difficult Job” explain some of the problems the surveyors had:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. From the section “Collecting the Information”, listen to the audio clips if your PC will let you.

6. From the section “Writing it Up” find out:

· What material the book was made out of - and how many!

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· What the scribe used to write with 

………………………………………………………………

· Where his ink came from 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. From the section “Which places are included?” find out:

· Which 2 counties are excluded and why

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

· Which 2 cities are excluded and which one was the capital

…………………………………………………………………………

· Which counties appear in Little Domesday

…………………………………………………………………………

8. From the section “Take a closer look” explain:

(a). what we can find out from the Domesday Book 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

(b). what it doesn’t tell us

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

9. Finally, click on Activities and have a go at the quiz and the game.

