Law and order

	MANOR COURT
	CHURCH COURT
	ROYAL COURT

	
	
	


1. Complete the table above to show what each of the courts did and who controlled them.

2. How did Henry II change the system of law and order?

3. Why did Henry want to change the system of law and order? Think about power and control, money and justice.

4. The juries had to be local men who knew the background of each court case. Why do you think medieval people thought this was a good system? Would it work today? Why/why not?

Being judge and jury

Below are two different crimes, and their punishments, from the Middle Ages.

A
Robert is guilty of poaching a deer from the royal forest. This is a very serious offence because it is against royal property. He is executed by hanging. Robert is 12 years old. From this age, ‘children’ are punished in the same way as adults.

B
Henry of Gelly is guilty of stealing his neighbour’s pig. This is quite serious because it is against property and his arm is cut off.

· What does ‘B’ tell you about medieval thinking?

· What does ‘A’ tell you about medieval thinking?

· What does the difference between the punishment for ‘A’ and ‘B’ tell you about medieval thinking?

