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                 Year 7 Battle of Hastings IST – Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?
Name:

           
             Form: 7E

                                    Deadline: 14/10/16
IST aim:  To examine the relationship between cause and effect and analyse factors behind William’s success at the Battle of Hastings
                To be able to write a well structured extended piece of writing in answer to a single question

	
	A3
	A2
	A1

	Specific Assessment Targets 
	Causation/ analysis
	You can show that William’s success at the Battle of Hastings has one or more cause.

You are beginning to describe these causes and give details about the Battle of Hastings
	You can clearly describe some of the reasons why William won the Battle of Hastings. You can show that these can be divided into different categories. You are beginning to show how these different reasons can be linked together.
	You can describe and explain the different reasons for William’s success and are beginning to make detailed links between these reasons. You are beginning to assess the relative importance of different factors.

	
	Literacy skills
	Some skills in writing in clear paragraphs.
Beginning to use Historical terms and Key Words.
	You show good literacy skills – writing in clear paragraphs with a clear introduction and conclusion.
Historical terms and Key Words are being used.
	Excellent literacy skills making good use of Historical terms, Key Words and connectives.


Aside from a slight lack of expansion on your points, I felt this was a good first essay. You explained your points clearly if not all of them were back up with the necessary detail. I would like to see you try to expand on the amount of explanation you give and ensure you consider the relative importance of the different factors in relation to each other. You came to a well-supported conclusion, though it would have been useful to go into detail regarding William’s strength of character and his changing tactics in response to Harold’s shield wall.
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Beginning to use Historical terms and Key Words.
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	Excellent literacy skills making good use of Historical terms, Key Words and connectives.


You have used the structure guidance well to shape your essay. I think there is a lot of room for improvement however, particularly regarding your detail of explanation and evaluation of the main points. For a lot of your essay the description given doesn’t clearly support the question (you need to link back to why William was successful at the Battle of Hastings). You must be able to fully expand on all your points and show how they can be linked together in order to come to a stronger conclusion. You are only just sitting in an A2, so to ensure you do not achieve an A3 in future you must fully expand your explanations in relation to the question.
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You’ve indicated a good understanding of the events of the Battle of Hastings. However, this reads more like a narrative of the events, instead of an evaluation of the question. Often you write unsupported points, for instance with regards to William’s cavalry. Hopefully with practice you will become more accustomed to writing under timed conditions, which is why it is important to begin evaluating the question from the start and not fall into the trap of telling the story of the Battle of Hastings.
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I thought it was excellent the way you were able to give your initial opinion in your introduction, which is supported throughout the essay. You must be careful however not to become too narrative (tell the story of the Battle of Hastings instead of evaluating the question). You forget simple key words like Battle of Stamford Bridge. Though the level of detail was reminiscent of an A1, there were not enough structured paragraphs concentrating exactly on why William won to be awarded an A1. Ensure that remain focused on answering the question asked, using all that excellent explanation and additional detail to back up your points and assess how important different factors were in leading to William’s success.
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You give some great explanation on William being a strong character, though unfortunately you do not support that he was a tactical genius with any examples. You also mention William’s tactics of retreating to help encourage a break up of the shield wall but it’s a shame that you were not able to cover additional reasons, such as William’s change in tactics regarding his archers or the importance of cavalry. To make sure you get an A1 in future you need to do two things. Firstly you must ensure you write in full sentences. As soon as you begin to write in bullet points an examiner will detract from the overall grade of your answer. Secondly you need to begin explaining how the different factors in William’s success were linked and which was the most important/least important reason explaining why.
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I thought this was a great first essay, beautifully presented and really well structured. There were unfortunate historical errors (the Battle commenced in London!?) but I was pleased overall with the points you made. I particularly like the style of your writing, though some of it was a little on the emotive side. I would like to see you improve by expanding on some of your explanations and assessing how important different factors were in contributing to William’s success at the Battle of Hastings. In addition, your absolutely must come to a single reason for why, above all other factors, William was successful at the Battle of Hastings. You will not be able to achieve future A1s if you aren’t able to come to a distinct concluding point.

