Qualities of medieval monarchs

1. Royal children had tutors to teach them their lessons and to advise them about how they should behave. What advice might a tutor give to the royal children in his care?

· Write a list of challenges a royal child might face if he or she became monarch.

· Give advice about the qualities they must show to survive and succeed. This could include suggestions of what to do, and what not to do, if they have problems.

2. Before you begin, write a profile of the pupil and their situation. Is the pupil: male or female; oldest, middle, youngest? What is the state of the country? Is it at peace or at war? Is it rich or poor? How large is the empire? Does the royal family have control of the borders?

Below is a list of some of the challenges monarchs might face.

· Some of the English barons do not want them.

· A Welsh prince leads a rebellion.

· Scots keep raiding the borders and damaging the land.

· Barons want the right to agree to taxation.

· No children to succeed to the throne.

· The Danish threaten to attack.

· The Pope and archbishops behave as if they are more powerful.

· Lack of money to fight wars.

3. What other challenges might the pupil face? For example, a female pupil might face prejudice against her as queen.

In the advice you could include good ideas, skills and qualities. For example, think about what you could say about marriage, alliance with other countries, taxation, information, use of rewards. Look back through your work to find other ideas. Make sure your work is historically accurate. You should suggest medieval solutions to medieval problems. To do this you will need to use what you know about medieval people, what they thought and what they did.

