Medieval Britain
Professor Dopey had a list of points about Britain in 1300 and Britain in 1400. Unfortunately he dropped all the cards and now they are jumbled. Can you sort them out?

Britain in 1300

Britain in 1400

Points which could be either (or you don’t know where else to put)
death from accident, disease etc are common

families are smaller

food prices high

houses contain more items eg pots

larger strips for villeins and freemen

life expectancy is about 40 years for a peasant

lord can order villains to work on his land without notice

lord has to give notice that work needs doing

lord now pays villein in food for week work

lord still controls marriage of peasants

lords compete to get villeins to work their land

lords often order peasants to remarry

many peasants live with older relatives

many villages deserted

men worked on the land harvesting, ploughing, weeding etc

more sheep

most farms are inherited

peasants are better off but face danger of disease

peasants could not realistically get a better deal as lords could easily find villeins to work the land

peasants remarry quickly if they lose a partner

people marry young

plague keeps coming back  

plague killed possibly half population of Europe 1348-9

small increase in life expectancy 

some houses with one person

some meat in diet

some widows not remarried

the vast majority work on land

wages low

week work is unpaid 
