Reasons for the plague

Look at the table below. In the first column are reasons that medieval people gave as causes for the plague. In the second column are descriptions of how medieval people thought.

	Reasons for plague
	What/how medieval people thought
	What they did to solve the problem

	God is angry
	Some medieval people thought that God controlled everything. If he sent plague it was a punishment for wrong-doing. If he sent a good harvest it was because the people had been good.
	

	Dirty/bad air
	Some medieval people thought that illness and good health depended on the four elements of air, earth, water, fire. The plague spread through dirty air.
	

	Jewish people
	Some medieval people persecuted minority groups and blamed them when life was difficult. Jewish people were a minority in Europe and they got blamed for the plague.
	


1.
Fill in the third column by describing what they did to solve the problem. 

2.
Which solution might have helped?

3.
In Florence, Italy, sick people were banned from coming into the city. But the plague still spread. Why do you think this happened?

