EDWARD VI
BORN: 12 OCTOBER 1537
SUCCEEDED: 28 JANUARY 1547
DIED: 6 JULY 1553

Henry VIII died in 1547, secure in the knowledge that he had left behind the male heir to the throne that he had longed for. Unfortunately, the boy was young, not even 10 years old, when he became king. His uncle, Edward Seymour became Lord Protector, and through Edward, sought to control England. 

Protector Somerset was later overthrown by John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, who then took control as Edward's chief advisor.
Protestants in England were happy for the young king's ascension to the throne, but feared what might happen if the boy died. Edward made England much more Protestant than his father had.  It was common knowledge that Mary, Henry's eldest daughter and heir after Edward (according to Henry VIII's will), would return the country to Roman Catholicism.  She was the daughter of Catherine of Aragon.

When Edward was 15 he caught tuberculosis and died.  Protestants were worried that Mary would become Queen.  Some tried to make Lady Jane Grey Queen instead as she was Protestant.  This failed as most people thought Mary should be Queen.

_____________________________________________________
Task

Put the title Edward VI.  Write out the statements below and explain whether you agree with them or not.

1. Edward was a sincerely religious King.

2. Edward did not have much control of England himself.

3. People thought Mary should be Queen after Edward died.

4. Edward’s reign was not successful.
