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“He is rich, ferocious and greedy for glory.”








Said by Machiavelli who was an Italian philosopher, diplomat and writer





“He is interested only in girls and hunting.”





Said by an unknown Spanish Gentleman in 1525
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“He is England’s most cruel and abominable tyrant.”





Said by Pope Clement VII in 1530


 (The Pope is the head of the Catholic Church)





When Henry discovered that Anne of Cleves was not quite as beautiful as her painting had led him to believe, he called her the…











“…Flanders mare!”








NOTE: Flanders was the place where Anne was from. 


A mare is a horse
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In 1537 two men disagreed with Henry making himself Head of the Church instead of the Pope. Henry was so angry that he promised …








“… the utter destruction of them, their wives and their children…”
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FACT: 





Henry reigned for 38 years. In that time, about 72,000 people were executed.





That’s about 1,900 a year, or 5 every day.





(From ‘Henry VIII’ School textbook 2001)
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An unofficial engraving by an unknown artist showing Henry towards the end of this reign.





(note: official paintings of Henry were strictly controlled, painters would have to paint in a way which pleased the King)
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“Think of what you could promise yourself from a prince whom you know to have an extraordinary and almost divine character…


When you know what a hero he now shows himself, how wisely he behaves, what affection he bears to the learned…If you could see how all the world here is rejoicing in the possession of so great a Prince…”





 (Written in 1509 by Lord Mountjoy)
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“His majesty is the handsomest potentate (monarch) I ever set eyes on… He is a great deal handsomer than the King of France.”





(Written by and unknown English Gentleman in 1535)
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“He is a very well educated man, he speaks four languages. He has a great love of poetry. He is a very religious man....”





(Written by an English Bishop in 1524)
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An official portrait of Henry in 1536.





How does he look? 





(note: official paintings of Henry were strictly controlled, painters would have to paint in a way which pleased the King)
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“I and my heart put ourselves in your hands. 


Mine own darling... if you were in my arms or I in yours for I think it long since I kissed you. 


H. R”





(Love letter from King Henry VIII to Anne Boleyn)





An official family portrait of Henry and Edward.





How do they look?


What is the message of this scene?
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“Although he was a great King and a successful leader there are perhaps two versions of Henry. 


 In his youth he was athletic and attractive. It was only in his old age he became the fat grumpy King we think of him today.”





(David Starkey- Modern historian)








