Reformation - Year 8 

What was the Reformation?

The Reformation was the ‘Reforming’ of the Church. It led to the breaking away of several countries from the existing Catholic faith. These ‘Protestants’ (Protest-ants) then formed their own church. 

Why did the Reformation occur? 

In the 1500s, people started to complain about the Catholic Church. Some common complaints were that:

· Some priests and bishops had more than one job and couldn’t do them all properly. (called MISUSE OF BENEFICE)

· Many people said they couldn’t feel close to God because they couldn’t read the Bible (it was in Latin). Couldn’t the Church print one in English?

· The Church was too wealthy and did not use its money to help the poor – instead bishops and monks lived in luxury.

· You could pay to have your sins forgiven and go to Heaven (INDULGENCES)

The rules for monks and nuns had been set down by Saint Benedict 900 years before. They were supposed to:

· Live as poor people

· Not to marry or have sexual relations

· Look after the poor, the sick and the old

· Give shelter and food to travellers

· Eat simply and fast regularly. Their main meal at two o’clock should be fish, vegetables and bread. No meat was allowed.

· Wear simple, rough clothes.

· Sleep in dormitories with the other monks or nuns. Have just a mattress, blanket and pillow on their bed.

· Help to educate children

· Copy out rare or precious manuscripts.

In 1519 in Wittenberg, Germany, Martin Luther, a Catholic monk, attacked the Catholic Church in series of 95 complaints or theses. He was so angry he nailed them to the cathedral door! Luther only survived the anger of the Pope by fleeing to friendly states in Germany, who embraced his ideas and new Church. 

Why did the Reformation happen in England?

