CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS

Read the text.
For over a thousand years England had been a Catholic country. Then in the 1500s things began to change. There was a choice! There was the Catholic way and the Protestant way.   

In the year 1500 almost every person in England was a Catholic. 

In the years between 1533 and 1570, England rejected the Roman Catholic religion and adopted a new kind of Christianity. This new religion had started in Germany. Its leader was a monk called Martin Luther. 

In Rome, the Catholic Church was building huge churches and decorating them with beautiful work of art. To raise enough money, the Catholic Church allowed rich people to pay a bishop or the Pope to have their sins forgiven. In 1517, Martin Luther protested about this, and about many other things that he said were wrong with the Church. For this reason, he and his supporters were called ‘Protestants’. Luther thought that the only way to Heaven is to have a real faith through studying the Bible. Many areas of Germany threw out the Roman Catholic Church. They wanted to reform the Church. The movement for reform that they started is called the Reformation. 

Protestants said that Catholic Church was too rich. They said that Catholic priests and monks were corrupt and lazy and did not do their jobs properly. Protestants also said it was wrong that Catholic services and the Bible were still in Latin. Protestants said that it was hard to feel close God if you do not understand the services or read the Bible yourself.      

In England, Henry VIII replaced the Pope as head of the Church in England because he wanted a divorce, power and money. 

When you have finished:

In no more than 30 words, summarise the main reasons for the disagreement between the Protestant and Catholic Churches in the 16th Century. Write full sentences into your notebook.

