Writing a Play: The Trial of Charles I

Your task 

Your task for this lesson is to prepare, in small groups, a 5 minute script for a play about the execution of Charles I. 

Each group should have 5/6 boys. You will need to write parts for:

· John Bradshaw, President of the Court

· 1/2 judges

· Lawyer for the prosecution

· Lawyer for the defence

· 2 witnesses for the prosecution

· 2 witnesses for the defence

· The King 

When acting out your play, some of you will need to take more than one part.

This is how you should proceed:

1. Read carefully pages 80-81 from the handout. These explain how the trial was held, the charges against Charles, his defence and how some witnesses might have begun their statements.

2. As a group, decide who will take the parts, and begin preparing your scripts. 

3. Don’t forget to use information from all the handouts and materials you have in order to make your part as authentic and historically accurate as possible.

4. Now decide in what order you speak and how your scripts fit together.

5. Talk to group members and make sure their parts fit with yours and your part fits with theirs. Your aim is to produce a 5 minute mini-play. 

After this lesson

You will have homework to complete your group’s script and the first 15 minutes of next Monday’s lesson to rehearse your mini-plays. Each group will then perform its play in the remainder of the lesson. 

All performances will be videoed! 

