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Ds
It is 1649. King Charles has been recaptured after trying to invade England with a Scottish army in the Second Civil War. He is now seen as a ‘Man of Blood’ by the army. The general of the New Model Army, Oliver Cromwell, now demands that they king be charged with treason (betrayal) of the English people.
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Should the king be put on trial? You need to make a decision based on the evidence below: 
Why do the two sides disagree?

Parliamentarians thought that _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cavaliers thought that______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you put the king on trial? Consider the following factors in your decision:
· Oliver Cromwell’s army is growing more and more powerful

· If you put the king on trial, people may have sympathy for him and start to support him again. 

· A trial may get to the truth

· No king has been put on trial before

· Both Parliamentarians and Royalists committed atrocities in the war

· The king’s son Prince Charles is still on the loose

· If you don’t try the king, what will you do with him?

· What will you do if you find him guilty?

Make your decision!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Cromwell used his army to purge the Parliament of those MPs who refused to try the king (Pride’s Purge). What parallel event did the king attempt? What does this say about Cromwell’s attitude to Parliament? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE ‘RUMP’ PARLIAMENT

Pride’s Purge led to only a small group of committed MPs being left in the House of Commons. They were the hard core of Cromwell’s supporters, many of them Puritans, who were most likely to support a trial of the king.
Many other people started to be disaffected. The army split into two groups, the GRANDEES and the LEVELLERS. 

The LEVELLERS believed that all men should be equal (on the same level) whilst the army GRANDEES, men of power and wealth, believed that there should still be a great CHAIN OF BEING with the KING or the OFFICE of the king maintaining the LAWS of the kingdom.

Complete the following CHAINS OF REASONING to indicate which are the LEVELLERS and which are the GRANDEES 




Cromwell was forced to deal with the LEVELLERS. He did this by coming to the meeting at Putney Church in October 1647. He and Henry Ireton debated with the Levellers but the Second Civil War broke out and disrupted the negotiations. Later Leveller mutinies in the army broke out due to dissatisfaction with progress towards their aims. Cromwell decided to make an example of them and shot a handful and the Leveller challenge was crushed.  
TASK – THE TRIAL OF THE KING
“Charles was a traitor to his country and a tyrant for not allowing Parliament enough power”. Bradshaw – chief prosecutor. 
Put each of the statements below into the column for the prosecution or the column for the defence. When you have completed the charge sheet, decide if he was guilty.

1. The King ruled without Parliament for 11 years.

2. The King tried to make the Church of England more like the Catholic Church.

3. The King was chosen by God

4. The King chose bad people to advise him.

5. The King started two civil wars

6. The King cannot be trusted

7. The King has already given Parliament more power

8. The King persuaded the Irish to fight on his side.

9. The people of England do not want him to be executed.

10. Many people in the army want him to be executed

11. There is no one to replace the King if he is executed.

12. The King is the true head of the Church of England
13. The King lost the Civil War so that means God is against him.


The Execution of the King
Charles was executed on Tuesday, January 30th, 1649. It was a cold day. Charles was allowed to go for a last walk in St James’s park with his pet dog. His last meal was bread and wine. However, there was a delay in his execution as the man who was supposed to do it refused. So did others. Very quickly, another man and his assistant were found. They were paid £100 and were allowed to wear masks so that no one would know who they were.


At nearly 2pm, Charles was led to the scaffold which was covered in black cloth. He had asked to wear thick underclothes under his shirt as he was very concerned that if he shivered in the cold, the crowd might think that he was afraid. 

Charles gave a speech to the crowd but very few could hear him. He said: “I have delivered to my conscience: I pray God you do take those courses that are best for the good of the kingdom and your own salvation.”


It is said that when he was dead a huge cry went up throughout the crowd. One observer in the crowd described it as “such a groan by the thousands then present, as I never heard before and I desire I may never hear again.”

Even in death, Charles found no dignity. Spectators were allowed to go up to the scaffold and after paying dip handkerchiefs into his blood (the blood of king’s supposedly had healing properties due to its divine heritage). 

On the 6th February, 1649, the monarchy was abolished. Parliament stated that “the office of the king in this nation is unnecessary, burdensome and dangerous to the liberty, society and public interest of the people.” Instead Cromwell and his council headed the new COMMONWEALTH. 

Was the king guilty? YOU DECIDE! REMEMBER TO GIVE REASONS IN YOUR ANSWER.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1649: WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE KING?








THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 














We negotiated in good faith with Charles and he betrayed us by raising a Scottish army. How can we trust him? 











The King is the King! Descended from God himself and only God’s law can deal with him! 





The sentence must be guilty.





God has ordained it! 





CROMWELL





Oliver Cromwell





This group are the_______________.


I know this because______________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





This group are the_______________.


I know this because______________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Generally owned a lot of property, normally a squire or wealthy merchant. 





Generally owned very little property. Not wealthy or well-educated for the most part. 





Strong belief in God and rights of individuals. Very similar views to ours today regarding democracy. 





Believed in the office of the king or some similar office in order to maintain law and order. Saw stability as the key to successful government.





Prosecution�
Defence�
�
�
�
�









PAGE  
8

