The Great Plague

Look carefully at the two Bills of Mortality and then in your exercise books, under a new heading, The Great Plague, answer the following questions:

1. What were the 3 biggest killers in 1632?

2. What were the 3 biggest killers in 1665?

3. What are Chrisomes and why do you think there were so many?

4. Today what would we call
(a) rising of the lights?

(b) apoplexie?

(c) flux (or bloody flux)?

5. Explain what you think the following might be:

Meagrom; Murthered; Surfet: Made away themselves; Planet; Headmouldshot

6. Looking at the 1665 figures, what general conclusions can you make about this year compared with 1632? Think about the number dying in relation to 1632 and the main causes of this – why should they be so much higher in many of the cases?

7. How valuable are these primary sources as reliable evidence of health in London, especially regarding

(a) figures and causes of death?

(b) an indication of the conditions of the time in which people lived?

(c) general medical knowledge?

Explain clearly. 

