ORR Notes – Sixth Form Conference 22nd November 2006

Lecture 1 Robert Service on 1905 Revolution.
Russian historians claim 1905-6. Lecture will be split into three areas – Causes/Course/Consequences.

Causes

Popular discontent with regime. Working class principally due to poor working conditions, towns lacking amenities e.g textile mills in outlying towns and villages within provinces. Made worse by population explosion.

Peasantry thought that the land was God’s not in the gift of the landlords. Landlords had been charging high rents for this land since 1861. The peasants expected to gain control of the land and thought that this would grant them prosperity through this entitlement.

1904 saw war with Japan. This made the armed forces discontented. Service conditions were severe. Discipline was fierce. There was extraordinary incompetence in terms of food and munitions supplies. If this was abroad it would perhaps have been acceptable but they were fighting on the fringes of Russian land! 

Professional classes were also discontented – WHY? New professions increased in size since the middle of the 19th century – they became advocates of socialism or liberal reforms. They became frustrated by the intransigence (unwillingness to cooperate) of the Tsar and his ministers.
Non-Russians suffered all of these problems and also had a burning sense of national resentment. 2/3 national groups, the most important being the Poles and the Georgians, tribal peoples like the Chechens all were discontented. However NOT ENOUGH TO EXPLAIN 1905 REVOLUTION.
Enabling causes
Allowed revolution to occur. 

Geography – 1/6th of the global terrestrial surface was Russian. It was 5,000 miles from Eastern fringes of Empire to Vladivostok. 2,000 miles North to South. There were thin communications, poor roads, a terrible telegraph and postal network.

Weakness of Administration
This was poorly funded, with badly trained personnel and low morale, corrupt and unreliable. In provincial towns there was little admin backup for the Tsar. This situation was worse than in the shambolic Habsburg dominions! 

Agencies of coercion

Russian Empire per head of population had 1/7th of the police in Britain. Not many policemen for a police state.

Army consisted of peasants. When putting down peasant revolts they could not be relied upon. 

Propertied elites

Had a distant or negative attitude to the regime. Many leading industrialists in the 1880s and 1890s subsidized the new political parties. In some cases they were suborned or bullied into it but it continued – a real difference to the attitudes and the philosophies of the West.

Furthermore the gentry did not live in the countryside – why? They were worried about what the peasants might do! 

Governmental complacency

NII made it plain that there would be no diminution of the autocracy. Little reforms. 
Course of Events
Bloody Sunday March – explosion of popular discontent. Workers councils formed to organise strikes. Led to Soviets. 

Soviets took control of local affairs – they became agencies of self-rule – this was the birth of the Soviet principle. 

Peasants also worked the MIR (village commune) and seized property. Snatched wood/timber and stole cattle/livestock. Later grabbed land. They would place a dead cockerel on the doorstep to indicate that first would come the cockerel and then the landlord! 

Polish and Georgian historians have viewed 1905 as an uprising against the Romanovs. Georgians set up a virtual separate republic. Chechens were causing trouble. Together they played a big role in 1905.

Mutinies occurred both in the Black Sea fleet and also on the Trans-Siberian railway line (leading to the frontline).

NII after consultation in October 1905 published the October Manifesto. This established a representative assembly. The state Duma was elected. They met in early 1906 but by this time the government was back on the offensive. 

They eliminated political parties that emerged in 1905. Frightened by rapid growth for example Russian Marxists (RSDLP) grew from hardly any in 1904 to 150,000 by mid 1906. Incredible increase. Helped by open publishing and debates. 

But from October 1905 onwards government started increasing its pressure on the opposition groups. 

The Soviet in Moscow in December 1905 tried to take over the governance of the city but it was smashed by the army. 
The PM Stolypin rounded up the peasants who had taken land and meted out harsh punishments. His hangings became known as ‘Stolypin’s neckties’. 

Government had recognised reality. It could never defeat Japan. At the Battle of Tsushima every Russian battleship was either sunk or captured. Peace was sought and it was less harsh on Russia than had been feared. NII, showing sense for once, signed the peace treaty.

Revolutionary leaders were pushed out into the borderlands. Mainly up into the Duchy of Finland – this was also ruled by NII. By 1907 however the revolutionaries had conceded defeat and were moving to Western Europe. 
Soviet police followed them. Service advises reading Conrad’s ‘Under Western Eyes’ describing how demoralised the revolutionaries became. The Okhrana were brilliant at disrupting the revolutionaries with only slender finances. 

The Revolution of 1905-6 was brought to an end. 
