ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: Why was the second Duma even more critical of the government than the first?
Second Duma 2nd February – June 1907

The second Duma proved to be equally as critical as the First. Stolypin had hoped to get support for his agrarian reforms but the Duma proved to have swung to the extreme left-wing. As a result it concentrated its efforts on attacking the army.

Tsar Nicholas, encouraged by messages of support from ‘True Russian Men all over Russia’ decided to dissolve the Duma. 

Police discovered a Social Democratic plot to assassinate the Tsar and this provided the excuse. The assembly was closed and SD deputies were arrested.

Why was the Second Duma less willing to co-operate than the First?

Why was the Duma dissolved?

So what had been achieved between 1904 and 1907?

1) Political parties had been legally recognised and through the Duma had become acquainted with political power.

2) Political issues could be debated openly – parties now had their own newspapers as censorship was relaxed – but editors could still be arrested.

3) There was greater freedom of expression.

What remained unchanged?

1) Agitators who incited violence could still be exiled to Siberia.

2) The army was still used against strikers, killing or wounding many.

3) The police continued to infiltrate political parties, for example placing agents on the editorial board of the Bolshevik newspaper Pravda.
Draw a spider-diagram to show changes between 1904 and 1907.
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