ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: Why was the first Duma unsuccessful?
The First Duma lasted from 1st April to June 1906.

The First Duma had seats allocated among all parties and therefore was quite radical in its approach. The Kadets were the majority group and were committed to a programme of extensive reform:
1) land reform with compensation for landowners

2) progressive income tax based on the principle of ability to pay.
3) Health insurance for workers at employers’ expense
4) Election of factory inspectors by the workers
What was the Kadet programme?

The second largest group were the Trudoviks, who shared the SRs programme of:

1) socialisation of land whereby it was taken out of private ownership and transferred to the State with no compensation to owners. The State would then divide the land among the peasants.

2) The Russian Empire should be given a federal structure with states with full national self-determination for their peoples. This meant better conditions for non-Russian peoples, Jews and religious dissenters.

What was the Trudovik/SR programme?

Nicholas’s ministers were hostile to these ideas. Nicholas is reported to have said “Curse the Duma it is all Witte’s doing.” 

In its two months the Duma quarrelled with the regime over redistribution of land, a general political amnesty, factory reform, Poland and the rights of the Jews. 

When the Duma issued an illegal petition to the people asking for their support for agrarian reform the Tsar dissolved the assembly under Article 87 of the Fundamental Laws.

The Fundamental Laws enabled the Tsar to rule by decree and he appointed Petr Stolypin. The Kadets went to Finland and issued the VYBORG MANIFESTO calling on the people to show passive resistance, refuse to pay taxes and sent no further recruits to the army. There was no support for them, the deputies were arrested and imprisoned for three months thus depriving the Kadets of their most able leaders.

Why did the Tsar dissolve the Assembly?

What was the Vyborg Manifesto?

Stolypin did recognise that reforms were needed and brought in agrarian reforms between 1906-11 when he was assassinated. The immediate aftermath of the dissolution of the First Duma however was violence, terrorism, mutiny in the navy and an attempted assassination of Stolypin that left his daughter badly injured. He set up field courts martial that saw death sentences given out to 638 people. He also tried to divide the opposition by offering ministry posts to the Octobrists but nothing came of it.

What was the reaction to the Dissolution of the First Duma?
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