An Essay Plan: How Successful were Stolypin’s Land Reforms?

This is an example of how you might proceed. It is not definitive!

Introduction 
· Context: 1905/06 Revolution and need for a ‘strong man’ to deal with a country in crisis 

· Stolypin’s own background in the countryside

· Argument of your essay: this needs to be clearly and firmly stated, supported possibly with a quotation or reference to a historian’s view. 

Outline of his Land Reforms

· Aims: to bring the peasantry on board / ‘de-revolutionise the peasantry’

· Initial abolition of redemption payments

· Wager on the Strong: describe key features

Successes

· Redemption payments ended
· Authority of Mir reduced 
· There was a class of progressive peasants who responded positively, so Stolypin was right in principle
· Substantial land transfers
· New farming methods introduced
· Resettlement of Siberia
· Agricultural output figures according to some historians – see Lyashchenko, Hoch 
Limitations and Constraints

· Only 10% of households left commune

· Timescales involved: 5 years not 20

· Size of Russia

· Conservatism of majority of peasantry

· Strength and resilience of Mir as an institution supporting the poor

· Lack of bureaucratic support

· Lack of local government infrastructure

· Opposition of gentry

· Official opposition from Ministry of Agriculture and Nicholas II himself

· Stolypin’s approach and background 

· Returnees from Siberia

· Agricultural output figures according to other historians – e.g. Alec Nove

Views of / quotations from other historians - either in a separate section or integrated into your previous discussion

· MacKean, Seton-Watson (see E&J. S-W is in the library), Figes (also in the library), Waldron (quoted by N. Lowe), others?

Conclusions

· Summarise your argument and end on a strong note 
