ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: What was Stolypin aiming to achieve in his dealings with the peasants?
Petr Arladievich Stolypin (1862-1911) was Minister of the Interior and Chairman of the Council of Ministers between 1906-1911. He introduced a series of constructive reforms to modernise agriculture, and a plan to achieve universal education of the masses by 1922. 

When was Stolypin in power?

Stolypin recognised that some of the grievances of the peasants stemmed from the 1861 Emancipation and the burden of the redemption payments. A recurring demand during the 1906 Revolution had been for more land and relief from their financial woes. The proposal had been to remove land from the 30,000 largest landowners and redistribute this to the peasants. The landowners, faced with revolution, had been ready to support this, but when the threat of revolution died away they would not countenance it.


Instead Stolypin and his experts planned the gradual dissolution of the MIR and the transference of land ownership from collective to individual peasant holdings. This proposal:

1) would give peasants a vested interest in preserving the status quo and help ‘de-revolutionise’ them.

2) Was acceptable to the OCTOBRISTS (right wing) whose support he needed in the DUMA against those parties who argued for redistribution of landlords’ land. 
3) Would help the most efficient peasants modernise agriculture to achieve greater productivity. 
What were Stolypin’s principal proposals and why was he unable to simply transfer land to the peasants?

9th November 1906 Manifesto and laws of 14th June 1910 and 29th May 1911 stated that:

1) a class of prosperous independent smallholding peasants was to be created at the expense of the MIR.

2) The power of the MIR should be reduced – it had been criticised as economically inefficient as a ‘seed-bed of socialist ideas’. In the long term it was to be abolished. 
3) Efficiency of agriculture was to be improved by ending the backward practices of the MIR.
4) Land was to be transferred from the inefficient unenterprising peasants to prosperous peasants looking to become big farmers.
5) Siberia and the Steppes should be colonised by those peasants who sold their land to their more prosperous neighbours.
6) Some land belonging to noble landowners should be redistributed to peasant landowners. 
The 1906 Manifesto was designed to abolish collective ownership of land within the family by recognising the title of the Head of the family to the land. It allowed land to be held individually rather than from the commune in compact areas rather than strips. Land organisation committees were set up to help arrange this and a special Land Bank was set up to help fund land transfers.

 What was Stolypin aiming to achieve? Explain in detail using this information. 
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