ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: Mensheviks v Bolsheviks – what were the key differences?
Taken from Corin & Fiehn, p. 17
Bolsheviks 

Lenin believed that a revolutionary party should 

1) be made up a small number of highly disciplined professional revolutionaries

2) Operate under a centralised leadership

3) Have a system of small cells (three people) to make it less easy for the police to infiltrate them.

Lenin claimed it was the job of the party to socialist consciousness to the workers and lead them through the revolution. Critics warned his centralised party would lead to dictatorship.

Support came from the younger, more militant peasant workers who liked the discipline, firm leadership and simple slogans. 

Mensheviks

Martov and Plekhanov thought that:

1) the party should be broadly based and take in all those who wished to join.

2) The party should be democratic, allowing its members a say in policy making.

3) Trade unions should be encouraged to help the working class improve their living conditions.

Mensheviks thought there needed to be a long period of bourgeois government during which the workers would develop a class and revolutionary consciousness until they were ready to take over in a socialist revolution.

Support came from different types of workers and members of the intelligentsia, also a broader range of people, more non-Russians, especially Jews and Georgians. 

Fill out this chart using this information:
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