HOW AND WHY DID LENIN ESTABLISH THE BOLSHEVIK PARTY IN 1912?

1. Events after the 1905 Revolution

Once Lenin returned to Russia negotiations began for the reunification of the Bolshevik and Menshevik wings of the party-both factions realised that they had given insufficient direction during the 1905 Revolution.

Both factions held conferences to approve the merger

A
Mensheviks (Nov 1905) St. Petersburg
· Merger should take place with the Bolshevik faction

· Accepted Lenin’s definition of a party member

· Accepted that the resulting party should be run on the basis of “democratic centralism”

· The decisions of the party leadership should be binding on local committees

B
Bolsheviks (Dec 1905) Tammenfors

· Agreed to support peasant demand for the confiscation of all landed estates

· Accepted that the resulting party should be run on the basis of “democratic centralism-this meant the introduction of internal party democracy which had been rejected as unsuitable for a revolutionary party in “What is to be done?”
· Agreed to the calling of a conference to unite the two factions
· Decided to boycott the Duma elections
At the fourth party congress (the “Unity” Congress) in Stockholm (April 1906) the following were agreed

· The principle of democratic centralism was accepted

· Lenin’s definition of a party member was accepted

· The formal unification of the Bolshevik and Menshevik factions

But despite the attempts at unity clear differences still existed between the two factions

· Evaluating the significance of the 1905 Revolution

· Attitudes towards the Duma-both factions decided to participate in the Second Duma elections, primarily for propaganda purposes, but whereas the Mensheviks wanted to enter an alliance with the Kadets to form a united platform against tsarism, the Bolsheviks wanted to act independently and only enter agreements with other parties in special circumstances and then only with parties who accepted the necessity of armed uprising.

· Attitudes towards co-operating with other political groups, especially the Liberals

· Both the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks continued to hold “faction” meetings and maintained separate organisational centres and structures

In addition there were divisions within the Bolshevik faction

Bolsheviks who supported Bogdanov believed that a revolutionary upsurge would follow the closure of the Second Duma and therefore an election boycott was appropriate, Mensheviks wanted to participate in the elections and to co-operate with Liberal parties, Lenin wanted to participate in elections but not co-operate-the only advocate of such a view

Despite being in a minority of one Lenin won the vote for his position-at the Kotka Conference (Finland-July 1907) the Bolsheviks to avoid co-operation with the Liberals adopted Lenin’s position-Lenin had imposed his will on the Bolsheviks. The result of Kotka was

· A period of Bolshevik schism

· Bogdanov being expelled from the Bolshevik faction in 1909

· The establishment by Bogdanov of a rival faction-VPERED- and a school for revolutionaries in Capri

Jan 1910 the Central Committee of the RSDLP met in Paris to resolve the divisions within the party. It was agreed that 

· All factions should be dissolved

· Precise rules should be established as to how opinion in the party could be represented, so no one view would have a dominant position

· Closure of factional newspapers-Proletarii

Lenin was being asked to close the Bolshevik structures and hand over Bolshevik funds to party trustees-he refused to do so-Mensheviks acted in a similar way

In May 1911 Lenin did what he had accused Bogdanov of doing-establishing a party school for factional purposes

