The Cold War: The Arms Race Quiz Sheet

1. Name the two countries involved in the arms race.
2. What was the major weapon involved in the arms race?

3. The ‘A Bomb’ was the first act of the Cold War and triggered the nuclear arms race.  What did the USA see the ‘A Bomb’ as a counter to?

4. What does “stockpile” mean?

5. What event occurred in 1952 that greatly changed the world?

6. The H-Bomb was smaller in size than the A-Bomb exploded at Hiroshima, so why was it developed by the Americans?
7. In what year did Russia produce an H-Bomb, thereby making the world a much more dangerous place? 

8. What is the acronym used to describe the situation that the world was now in whereby the sheer power that these weapons had may have evoked enough fear to stop a nuclear war?   And what does each letter stand for?

9. One of the most important developments in the nuclear arms race was the introduction of ICBMs.  The Soviets launched the first ICBM in 1957 and the USA followed suit in 1959.  What does ICBM stand for and what was so advanced and important about it? 

10. Match the following statistics up concerning US spending of its annual budget on defence:

	Year
	Percentage spent of total budget

	1940
	32%

	1950
	18%

	1960
	16%

	2000
	52%


11. What was the name of the bomber that the USA produced that could fly 6,000 miles and deliver a nuclear payload?  What allowed the USA to do this and not Russia? 

12. What does the term “brinkmanship” mean? – the practice of pushing a dangerous situation to the verge of disaster in order to achieve the most advantageous outcome.
13. In military terms what did the USA cut back on so as to have the financial clout to expand its air-force and build-up of nuclear weapons?  Why would the USA have wanted to increase its air-force? 

14. What did Russia launch in October 1957 that introduced the world to the fear of missile attack? 
15. To combat this America built the DEW line around the Arctic.  What does DEW stand for? 

16. What was the “Space Race” and in what way did it fit into the arms race?
17. The term Peaceful Coexistence means what?  Why was this stance adopted?

18. What were the main difference between Eisenhower’s policy of massive retaliation and Kennedy’s policy of flexible response?
19. What was the name of Kennedy’s Secretary for War? 
