Historiography surrounding the Berlin Wall, 1961

The historiography of German-American relations during 1961 can be positioned around three differing views on the intentions and actions of the Kennedy presidency.

1) Positions held mostly by historians or authors personally connected to the Kennedy administration itself; most notably in McGeorge Bundy’s Danger and Survival and Arthur Schlesinger’s A Thousand Days defend JFK’s policies in 1961 against most criticism by describing them as the only feasible course available at the time.
2) The second position best loosely described as revisionist and is comprised of authors criticizing the Kennedy administration’s policy on Berlin as confused, disorganized or even misleading. Most prominent are Michael Beschloss’ s The Crisis Years.
3) Others attempt to sympathize both criticism and defence of Adenauer and Kennedy into a post-revisionist general assessment of the era, most notably Frank A. Mayer’s analysis.

Frederick Taylor’s second major historical book, The Berlin Wall: 13 August 1961 - 9 November 1989, was published in 2006 in Britain and in June 2007 in the USA. He is a British, Oxford educated historian fluent in German translation.

· The wall was an exemplar of mutual convenience as it ‘…was more convenient to the Western democracies than their rhetoric suggested’
· The Berlin Wall acted as a barrier silencing a ‘…subsequent international crisis, that threatened the world with the risk of a military conflict, one that could escalate at any time into nuclear confrontation between the US and the Soviet Union.’

Jeremy Isaacs was educated at Glasgow Academy and Merton College, Oxford, where he read Classics. He was Director of Programmes, Thames Television (1974-9) and Founding Chief Executive of Channel Four (1981-7). 

· ‘The Wall came to symbolize Europe’s division, at the heart of the Cold War.’

John Lewis Gaddis is a Professor of Military and Naval History at Yale University. He is best known for his work on the Cold War and grand strategy

· The United States and Soviet Union ‘…didn’t want a military conflict…only wanted to conduct a surgical operation’ which was represented by the Berlin Wall


Dr. Walther Stützle is a German working in the field of foreign and security policy and transatlantic relations. He is the author of Adenauer und Kennedy in der Berlin Krise 1967/62 (1973) and Politik und Krafteverhaltnis (1983)

· He concludes that the Berlin Wall clearly signaled the final failure of Adenauer’s unification policy, a failure “on a monumental scale.” 

Marc Trachtenberg studies national security strategy, diplomatic history, and international relations and is a retired professor at UCLA.

· Marc Trachtenberg’s 1999 A Constructed Peace argues that Germany’s desire for nuclear weapons, as part of Adenauer’s policy of strength, at least partially provoked Khrushchev’s desire to create tension over Berlin, to find leverage to force the West into keeping nuclear arms out of West German hands.
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