ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: Why didn’t the Soviet take power?
Why, I hear you asking, didn’t the Soviet simply take power and form its own government?

Let’s look at some reasons:

1) The Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries, who were in the majority in the Soviet, believed that Russia needed a long process of democratic government before a socialist revolution could occur and the workers could take power. They were traditional Marxists, and felt that society had to become more industrialised and the proletariat become much larger and more educated before they could take over. 
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2) Practically the Soviet could see that they needed to keep the middle classes and the army commanders on their side if they wanted to avoid COUNTER-REVOLUTION. A counter-revolution is when the supporters of the old system of government try to take back authority and re-establish the old system. The Russian High Command had kept their soldiers outside Petrograd because they thought the Duma was in control. If they thought a socialist government hostile to military discipline was in power they might well send in the troops. 

3) The leaders of the Soviet were mainly intellectual Socialists. They were scared and did not think they could control the masses. They thought all the anger in the streets might be turned against them if they became the government.
So, you should now be able to answer the question. Why didn’t the Soviet take power?

