A COMMENT ON THE KORNILOV AFFAIR

The Kornilov revolt is a ……………….downright and unbelievably sharp turn in events.

Like every sharp turn it calls for a revision and change of tactics. And as with every revision we must be careful not to become unprincipled. …….

Even now we must not support Kerensky’s government. This is unprincipled. We will be asked: aren’t we going to fight against Kornilov? Of course we must! But this is not the same thing; there is a dividing line here, which is being stepped over by some Bolsheviks who fall into compromise and allow themselves to be carried away by the course of events.

We shall fight, we are fighting against Kornilov, just as Kerensky’s troops do, but we do not support Kerensky. On the contrary, we expose his weakness. There is the difference. It is a rather subtle difference, but it is highly essential and must not be forgotten…………

…………we must campaign not so much directly against Kerensky, as indirectly against him, namely by demanding a more and more active, truly revolutionary war against Kornilov………..by drawing the masses in, by arousing them, by inflaming them. Kerensky is afraid of the masses, afraid of the people.

GENERAL KORNILOV’S PROCLAMATION

People of Russia, our great country is dying. Her end is near. Forced to speak openly, I, General Kornilov, declare that the Provisional Government, under the pressure of the Bolshevik majority in the Soviets, is acting in complete harmony with the German General Staff and, simultaneously with the expected landing of the enemy troops near Riga, is killing the army and shaking the country.

The terrible conviction of the inevitable ruin of the country compels me in these frightful times to call upon all Russians to save their dying land. All in whose breast a Russian heart beats, all who believe in God, in the Church, pray to Him for the greatest miracle-the saving of our native land.

I, General Kornilov, son of a Cossack peasant, declare to one and all that I desire nothing for myself other than the salvation of our Great Russia, and vow to lead the people, through victory over enemies, to the Constituent Assembly, where it can determine its future destiny and the form of its future political life.

I cannot betray Russia into the hands of her ancient enemy, the Germans, who would make slaves of the Russian people. I prefer to die honourably on the battlefield so that I may not see the shame and degradation of our Russian land

People of Russia, the life of your native land is in your hands.

