[image: image1.png]Sources

Source Ome — Prince von Bulow, the German Chancellor speaking to the German
Parliament December 1899

Recent decades have brought to Germany great good fortune and power and
prospenity. Good fortune and a growing prosperity in one-quarter are not always
greeted in others with pure satisfaction; they may awaken envy. Envy plays a great
part in the life of individuals and in the life of nations. There is a great deal of eavy
of us in the world, political envy a and economic envy. The times of political
impotence and ecosomic and political insignificance must mot return. We do not
intend again to be the slave of humanity. The one condition, however, on which
alone we shall maintain our position is that we realise that without power, without a
strong army and a strong Navy, there can be no welfare for us. The means of fighting
the battle for existence in this world without strong armaments on land and water, for
a nation soon to count sixty millions, living near the centre of Europe and at the same
time stretching out its economic feelers in all directions, have not yet been found. In
the coming century the German nation will be either the hammer or the anvil
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Germany is in a dangerous situation in Europe. She is surrounded by governments
who disirust hor and pooples who dislike or at all evens do not like her. She is
constantly in & state of tariff war with Russia. She has beaten and robbed Denmark
and for that purpose 0ok as & pariner Austria and then turned round on her and drove
her out of Germany, eventually making her a rather humble ally. She has besten and
taken, money and len’ilory from France, She wants the Sea board of Holland and and
the Dutch know it and, as the Belgians are well aware, she has designs on the
Belgian Congo. The planned German agitation in the Austrian Empire and
commercial questions may before very long bring about complications between
Germany and Austria, and the internal troubles of the Austrian Hungarian empire
detract from its value to Germany as an ally, while the state of ltaly politically,
militarily, and financially is not much as to inspire the German government with
much trust in effective Italian support.

In these circumstances it is cssential for the German govemment 10 endeavour to
obtain the certainty of support from England in the event of an attack on Germany by
France and Russia combined; for if England be not bound to Germany, and his
Majesty's government come to a general understanding with France and Russie, or
either of them, the position of Germany in Europe will become critical. These
considerations have made it necessary for Germany to create and maintain distrust
between the Powers not in alliance with her, and particularly between Englend and
Russia and berween England and France. Sho therefore does what she can to keep
open sores between France and England. She is ahways ready with information for
our consumption of Russian and French plots, and probably she supplies the Russian
and French governments with particulars of our sinister designs
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The history of German policy towards this country is ot the un chequered record of
Black deeds which Mr Crowc's memorandum seems o poriray. There have been
many occasions on which we have worked comfortably in accord with Germany, and
not & few cases in which her support has been serviceable to us. There have been
others in which she has been extremely aggravatiag, sometimes unconsciously o,
Sometimes with intention. The Germans are very tight bargainers, The German
Fwoﬁuheklmnndilkm\ view of negotiation that one of the most effective
‘methods of gaining your point is to show how intensely disagreeable you can make
Yourself if you do not. They are surprised that t:z recallection of these methods
Ahould annoy, and generally speaking, the noich Germans combine intense sensitivity
25 regards themselves with 4 singular inability to- appreciate the sensitivities of
others.
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Frivolity and weakness are going o plunge the world into the most frightful war of
which the ultimate object is the overthrow of Germany. For T no longer have any
Houbt that England, Russia and France have agreed among them selves - to use the
Austro Serb, conflict as a pretext for waging & war of annihilation against us. That is
the explanation of Grey's cynical remark that & long as the war is confined to Russia
and Austria, England wil st sll, and ooly when we and France get ourselves mixed
upwilhit‘willbtbefweedmhkemuwﬁlpimlm That means we are either
basely to betray our ally and leave her 10 the mercy of Russia - thereby breaking up
mernphmmm--murukmww,pnupmwmm
by the Triple Enteate in a body, so that there longing to ruin us completely can be
finally satisfied. That is in a ‘nutshell the bare bones of the situation, slowly but surely
brought sbout by Edward VII, camied forward systematially by the secret
conversations in Paris and St Petersburg, the occurrence of which England has
always denied; finally completed and put ifto operation by GeorgeV. So the
celobrated encirclement of Germany has finally become an accomplished fact, in
spite all the efforts by our politicians to prevent it We fell into the net and started to
bl one capital ship a ear in the pious hope that we would reassure England! All
requests and wamings on my part went unregarded . Now all we get what the English
consider to be gratitude. Our dilemma over keeping faith with the old and honourable
Eamperor has botn exploited to create a situation which gives England the excuse she
ey been seeking to annihilate us with 8 spurious appearance of ustice on the presext
that she 1 helping France and maintaining the well-known belance of power in
Europe. ie playing off all European states for her own benefit against us
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O Germany, hate! Slaughter thy millions of adversaries and build a monument of
smoking corpses which rise up to the clouds.

O Germany hate now! Gird thyself with brass and with thy bayonet pierce the heart
of every enemy; take no prisoners! Render them all mute; transform the
neighbouring countries into deserts ... Battalions, batteries,squadrons all forward!
Aferward thou wilt review them on the ruins of the world, healed for ever of thine
ancient folly, of thy love for forcigners
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(in millions of £)
Army

Y
Austria Hungary
France
Great Britain
Italy
Russia
Navy
Germany
Austria Hungary
France
Great Britain
Italy
Russia

1880
182
124
28
15
82
2%
1880
24
0-8
86
102
14
33

1890
242
116
284
1746
112
46
18%
46
12
33
138
45
44

1500
336
12
278
214
108
321
1900
4
14
146
292
48
84

1910
40-8
146
376
2746
16-3
534
1910
206
28

148
404
82

94

1914
834
286
394
294
184
645
1914
224
76
18
474
98
236
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