Fascinating correspondence on the October Revolution from the point of view of the American Ambassador. It is clear to see the chaos of events.

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 7, 1917, 5 p.m. 

[Received November 10, 4.30 a.m.] 

1961. Whitehouse,(1) en route to the Embassy this morning, was accidentally met by aide-de-camp of Kerensky and several [minutes afterwards by] latter who told him that he was hurriedly leaving to meet regular troops on the way to Petrograd to support Government which would otherwise be deposed. He acknowledged that Bolsheviki control city and that Government powerless without reliable troops as there are few here of that nature. He said that he expected that the remainder of Ministry would be arrested to-day and told Whitehouse to convey request to me not to recognize Soviet government if such is established in Petrograd as he expected whole affair to be liquidated within five days but this in my judgment depends on number of soldiers who will obey (him ?). 

FRANCIS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 7, 1917, 6 p.m. 

[Received November 10, 9.15 a.m.] 

1962. Bolsheviki appear to have control of everything here. Cannot learn whereabouts of any Minister. Two reported arrested and taken to Smolny Institute which is headquarters of Bolsheviki. Trotsky made incendiary speech Sunday and was followed in Russian by a man, Muscareis Nereid, who claims same strain [sic]. Trotsky introduced Lenin to Bolshevik audience to-day and Lenin made peace talk, violently attacking bourgeoisie and advocating division of property. No government here at present. Little firing on the street but no armed contests, some streets guarded. Majority of soldiers claim to be neutral but nearly all here are with Bolsheviki who say will form new government and notify Allies Russia cannot fight more and announce peace terms to Germany and if not accepted will then fight desperately for Russia. Many newspapers, perhaps all, suppressed. 

10 p.m.. Reported all Ministers arrested except Kerensky who has gone to Luga about 80 miles toward north front. 

FRANCIS 

The Minister in Sweden (Morris) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

STOCKHOLM, November 8, 1917, 4 p.m. 

[Received November 9, 11.50 p. m.] 

959. Because of the possibility of telegraphic communication between our Embassy in Russia and the Department being interrupted due to latest developments in Petrograd, I am sending the following which appear in the press this morning as dispatches from the Russian official telegram bureau. According to these telegrams Bolsheviks have made successful coup d'etat; have taken the State Bank, telegraphs, telegram bureau and have arrested certain members of Kerensky's government. It appears that an extraordinary meeting of Soviet was held yesterday afternoon, President Trotsky declaring Provisional Government no longer exists. The Council of the Republic declared dissolved. Lenin was greeted with long applause and spoke of the three problems facing Russian democracy: (1) immediate cessation of hostilities; (2) turning over land to the peasants; (3) settling the country's economic crisis. Resolution on vote of confidence for Kerensky was defeated 123 to 102; declaration by Maximalist [sic] Party was read disapproving of the coup d'etat and withdrawing from Soviet. Kerensky finally proclaimed to the temporary Parliament (1) that the Government would fight even unto death to prevent the Bolshevik traitors who want to let [sic] the troops who will take Wilhelm and his friend into Russia from getting the supreme power they are aiming at. He read telegrams from the front demanding energetic measures against the excesses in St. Petersburg. 

MORRIS 

[Telegram] 

Moscow, November 8, 1917, 4 p.m. 

[Received November 10, 6.10 a.m.] 

53. Revolutionary party headed by Council of Workmen-Soldiers' Deputies supported by garrison have taken over government of Moscow including administration post, telegraph. They have closed offices of all conservative newspapers. All relatively quiet. Consulate General will keep the Department fully informed and will take all necessary steps to protect American citizens and their interests. 

SUMMERS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 8, 1917, 5 p.m. 

[Received November 10, 9.30 a.m.] 

1964. Telegraph office says our cables forwarded but doubt it, consequently repeating this from Moscow where it is sent by hand. Whereabouts of all Ministers except Kerensky unknown but most credible report is that all are imprisoned in St. Peter Fortress. Considerable firing last night until 2 o'clock. Main object of attack was Winter Palace where Ministry thought to be in session. After valiant defense by woman regiment and battalion of cadets Winter Palace surrendered having been bombarded by war vessel Aurora from river and attacked from the land. Casualties unknown. Quiet on streets to-day but Petrograd Council Workmen-Soldiers have sent bulletins throughout Russia that Soviet in control and Government deposed. Foreign Office, replying to inquiry, telephoned does not know where Minister of Foreign Affairs is and that no one representing new power has communicated with that department. 

[A person] connected with Department of Agriculture reports same closed as impossible to transact business and says all Ministers except Kerensky are imprisoned. Various reports concerning coming of troops from the northern front but impossible to ascertain truth thereof as wires under control of Petrograd council. British Ambassador just telephoned request that I come to British Embassy for conference 6 p.m. Suppose Allied diplomats invited. 

FRANCIS 


The Minister in Sweden (Morris) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

STOCKHOLM, November 9, 1917. 

[Received 11.55 p. m.] 

963. Information has reached me from Russia to the effect that a congress of Workmen's and Soldiers' Councils for all Russia which opened Wednesday evening in Petrograd sent out yesterday morning three proclamations: 

(1) All power belongs to Soviets; the Government's representatives have been removed from their posts; chairmen of various Soviets are in direct communication with revolutionary Government. 

(2) Death penalty restored by Kerensky at the front is annulled and free play is given to political propaganda at the front; all revolutionary soldiers and officers arrested for so-called political crimes are to be set free. 

(3) Former Ministers Konovalov, Kishkin; Tereshchenko, Malyantovich, Nikitin and others have been arrested; Kerensky has fled; all military organizations are exhorted to take all measures to arrest him and bring him back to Petrograd; all complicity with Kerensky will be punished as high treason. 

After some fighting the Bolsheviki took possession of Winter Palace where all Ministers except Kerensky were located. 

MORRIS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 9, 1917, 5 p.m. 

[Received November 17, 9 a.m.] 

1968. Possibly ominous quiet prevailed here last night and to-day. Definitely ascertained that all Ministers except Kerensky in Peter and Paul Fortress. Petrograd Workmen-Soldiers with minority of national Soviet named Ministry 4 a. m. to-day but am not officially informed. Understand Lenin is [Premier], Trotsky Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Telegram from Consul General dated November 8, 8 p. m., states Moscow under Bolsheviki sustained by garrison. 

Petrograd City Duma refuses recognition of Military Revolutionary Committee which has been directing all matters from Smolny Institute, headquarters of Petrograd Soviet. 

Kornilov reported escaped. Kerensky reported en route Petrograd with one and one half army corps from northern front, but another report says railroad employees refusing to bring soldiers into Petrograd unless so ordered by Soviet committee. 

Meeting called by dean yesterday attended by entire Diplomatic Corps. Dean said French Ambassador requested meeting. Latter said object was to confer concerning safety of our respective colonies. No [only] definite action taken was that [each] head of mission should act in such matters as his judgment dictated. No mention made of any new government or recognition thereof when and if established. 

FRANCIS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State (1)
[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 10, 1917 2 p. m. 

[Received November 12, 1.35 a. m.] 

1970. Troops of the Provisional Government reported approaching city and one engagement reported at Gachina about thirty miles from Petrograd. In my estimate Bolshevik regiment defeated. These rumors unconfirmed. 

Trotsky visited a senator yesterday after Bolshevik messenger had been refused secret treaties which he demanded, Assistant Minister Neratov and Petraev having told messenger that treaties could not be taken from department but only be exhibited to new Minister for Foreign Affairs when appointed by authorized power. Trotsky appeared later and after assembling Foreign Office force, announced himself Minister for Foreign Affairs whereupon entire force declined to serve and left department which is now closed, not even responding to telephone calls. Only department responding to telephone is Ways of Communication but Minister of Ways of Communication imprisoned. 

State Bank entered by Bolsheviki, said to be sailors, who took possession in the name of Soviet government but no appropriation of money reported. 

Later, 5 p. m. Just been visited by member of Committee of Safety of which Avksentiev chairman and which has representatives from City Duma, from All-Russian Council of Peasants, and from army delegates to Soviet national congress who bolted that organization when Bolsheviki came into control. Committeeman's name Vilenkin, whose brother former attache, Russian Embassy, Washington, says Bolsheviki being deserted by soldiers and new government virtually ended; that Savinkov and Kerensky with troops only 20 versts from Petrograd and within twenty-four hours and advancing; says instructed to inform me officially. 

FRANCIS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State (1)
[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 10, 1917, 11 p.m. 

[Received November 12, 2.35 a.m.] 

1972. All ministers released except Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Trade and Commerce. Of course we should make no loans to Russia at present. 

Kerensky said to be within five miles of Petrograd but nothing definite is known, not even if armed resistance will be [offered]. 

FRANCIS 

The Minister in Sweden (Morris) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

STOCKHOLM, November 11, 1917 5 p.m. 

[Received November 12, 1.35 a.m.] 

972. I have just had talk over long-distance telephone with my representative I sent to Haparanda who had a conference with Italian Ambassador to Russia who arrived at Swedish frontier this morning and gave the following information. 

The mayor of Petrograd has appointed a Committee of Safety which is operating against the Bolsheviks and this committee is receiving the support of the American and British Embassies. The Duma of the city of Petrograd is sitting continuously; the labor elements are deserting the Bolshevik Party. Bolsheviks have one battleship in Petrograd supporting them. Kerensky is supposed to be about forty miles from Petrograd where he has issued proclamations to the effect that he is still the Prime Minister of Russia. Kerensky expects march with troops against the Bolsheviks in Petrograd. Helsingfors, Finland, is in the hands of Bolsheviks. There is no railway communication between Petrograd and Moscow. Bolsheviks have not secured control in Tornea. Conditions there are normal and there have been no disturbances. 

MORRIS 


The Minister in Sweden (Morris) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

STOCKHOLM, November 18, 1917, 5 p.m. 

[Received November 13, 3.15 a.m.] 

977. I have been able to get into telephone communication with Tornea and I am informed that according to report current there Kerensky is in control of Russian telegraphs; that telegrams from southern Russia report country is controlled by Cossacks working under Kerensky; that the Bolshevik troops badly beaten at Tsarskoe Selo and retired to Petrograd where they are quartered in certain section of the city; that the Allied missions in Petrograd are now in connection with Kerensky who has announced Government centers at Moscow, Novocherkassk; that Generals Kornilov and Kaledin have called upon every one to oppose Bolsheviks. According to passengers arriving at Tornea to-day from Petrograd, newspapers are reappearing in Petrograd all announcing defeat of Bolsheviks; that there has been considerable fighting on Nevski Prospekt. 

MORRIS 

The Minister in the Netherlands (Garrett) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

THE HAGUE, November 12, 1917, 7 p.m. 

[Received 8.30 p. m.] 

1619. Russian Charge d'AfFaires says that all Russian diplomatic missions in western Europe, with one exception not heard from, have communicated with each other and agreed not to recognize Lenin government nor to carry out any instructions that may be received from it. 

GARRETT 


The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State (1)
[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 12, 1917, 10 p.m. 

[Received November 16, 4.40 a.m.] 

1974. Last cable from Department yesterday No. 1829, November 3[6]. Have sent daily cables giving conditions, some through Stockholm. Bolshevik government attempting to administer but have not taken charge of departments and continue issue orders from the Smolny Institute, Bolshevik headquarters. Have received no written or oral notice that new government administering affairs. 

Kerensky reported with 60,000 troops ten miles distant. Was expected yesterday. One report is that he is attempting to negotiate with Petrograd garrison of 60,000 troops minimum great majority of whom are neutral. Another report is that he is under arrest by the troops with him and they are waiting for the coming of Alexeev, Kornilov or some man in whom they have more confidence. Still another report is that his troops are Bolshevik in sentiment and unwilling to fight their comrades. Only armed resistance to Bolsheviki here since the fall of Winter Palace 2 a. m., November 8, is Junkers or cadets from schools for officers. Many Junkers have been brutally murdered. One report is that only sixty-five of twelve [hundred] survive but think that exaggerated. Battalion of women aided Junkers to defend Winter Palace but surrendered with few casualties; hostilities resulting in their treatment after surrendering but none murdered. Telephone office captured by thirty-five Junkers yesterday but surrendered after occupation of eight hours. Bolshevik armed force consists of sailors, some soldiers and of armed workmen. 

FRANCIS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State(1)
[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 13,1917, 7 p.m. 

[Received November 17, 5.15 p.m.] 

1978. Quiet here probably result of announcement of railway union that if civil war not ended immediately railroads would cease to operate throughout Russia. 

Reports that two battles fought ten miles distant with Bolsheviki successful in the first and Kerensky in the second but both unconfirmed. Bolsheviki control Petrograd having issued an order that pillaging and searching of apartments cease. Telegraph employees struck last night refusing to work for Bolshevik government. Have received nothing official from Lenin-Trotsky government. 

Effort being made to compromise on Ministry exclusively socialistic, including Bolshevik, International, Menshevik and Social Revolutionary factions. Present government opposed by Social Revolutionists, many Mensheviki and some Internationals. Chernov reported with Kerensky forces and is mentioned as compromise president. All four factions mentioned advocate peace. Bolshevik government was named night of 8th by Soviet which passed at the same session a law dividing all lands in Russia including those belonging to Crown, Royal Family, Church and large landowners, specifying no compensation therefor but excluding Cossack lands. 

Much fighting in Moscow streets. Reported that 2,000 killed, Mensheviki in control. Fighting also in Kiev where Bolsheviki defeated by Cossacks who in control. Three Cossack regiments in Petrograd but taking no part in contest. Cossacks reported with Kerensky 10,000 to 20.000 in number but no definite information. Exact number of soldiers in Petrograd unknown. Estimates vary from 60,000 to 200,000; large majority profess neutrality but thought imbued with Bolshevik sentiment. 

[FRANCIS] 

The Minister in Sweden (Morris) to the Secretary of State

[Telegram] 

STOCKHOLM, November 14, 1917. 

[Received 8.25 p.m.] 

983. Have just been in telephonic communication with our representative Tornea who says he is informed Petrograd still in control of Bolsheviki, that fighting of very disorderly character has been renewed in Petrograd, that Bolsheviks are without discipline having no officers to direct troops, that it is reported telephone and telegraph offices have been wrecked. He states that newspapers report Kerensky advancing on Petrograd with 100,000 troops, Bolshevik newspapers say he has only 5,000. Bolsheviks are digging trenches around Petrograd. Passengers report that Allied missions still working together but have no dealings with Bolsheviki and that endeavor to form coalition government has been practically abandoned as parties could not agree among themselves. Another Cossack general named Krasnov said to be advancing to Petrograd. 

MORRIS 

The Ambassador in Russia (Francis) to the Secretary of State(1)
[Telegram] 

PETROGRAD, November 16,1917. 

[Received November 19, 4.20 p.m.] 

1983. Last cable from Department unnumbered, dated November 3. Situation here mixed, Bolshevik forces composed of soldiers, sailors and armed workmen command city under direction of a Military Revolutionary Committee. Socialistic factions trying to agree on a coalition socialistic Ministry. No Americans injured. Forces under Kerensky reported near city. Several engagements in which Kerensky forces reported defeated. Fighting on Moscow streets. Killed estimated high as 5,000. National Hotel, Great Theater, telephone and post office injured by Bolshevik artillery. No advice of Americans injured Moscow but no direct information from Summers since 11th. Comparative quiet prevails here. 

FRANCIS 

