ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: Who were the members of the Provisional Government?
As part of the Dual Power or Dual Alliance system two power blocs emerged. These were the Petrograd Soviet and the Provisional Government.

Composition of the Provisional Government

Its role was to run the country until a Constitutional Assembly had been elected.

Prince George L’vov, wealthy aristocratic landowner and zemstva liberal leader chosen as prime minister by Milyukov, leader of the majority Kadet party. He supported the idea of decentralised government in Russia.

Pavel Milyukov was made Minister of Foreign Affairs and was the real force in government. Initially wanted a British style constitutional government but after forced out of power wanted a military dictatorship to save Russia from the soviets. Emigrated to Paris eventually.

Alexander Guchkov was made Minister for War and Navy but resigned when his policy of war to victory was opposed by the Petrograd Soviet. He supported the pro-Tsar Whites in the Civil War before emigrating to Berlin in 1921. 

Alexander Kerensky was first made Minister of Justice and then in July he became Prime Minister. He joined the Social Revolutionary Party at the time of the February Revolution and was elected to the executive body of the Petrograd Soviet. His appointment provided a link with the Petrograd Soviet. He eventually emigrated to America via Rugby! 

The remaining posts were given to Kadets and Octobrists. 

Name the first PM of the Provisional Government

Who was the real power in the Provisional Government and what party did he lead?

Composition of the Soviet

Made up of workers’ and soldiers’ representatives.

Socialist intellectuals, mainly Mensheviks and Social Revolutionaries. In June the First All Russian Congress of Soviets met in Petrograd attended by 1600 representatives from 350 local soviets. Only 40 Bolshevik delegates were there. 

As a result of the numbers, an Executive Committee was appointed to make decisions. Chkheidze was appointed as the first Chairman. The primary task of the Soviet was to protect the interests of the working classes and soldiers. 
Who was the first Chairman of the Soviet?
How many Bolshevik deputies were there?

The Soviet controlled railways, posts and telegraphs, power supplies, factories and soldiers in the Petrograd garrison. On Wednesday 1st March the soldiers asked for and received Soviet Order no.1 which stated that:

The Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies has decided:

In all companies, battalions, squadrons and separate branches of military service of all kinds and on warships, committees shall be chosen immediately.

The orders of… the State Duma (Provisional Government) shall be carried out only… (when) they do not contradict the orders and decisions of the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies.

All kinds of arms, such as rifles and machine guns, must be under the control of the company and battalion committees and must in no case be handed over to officers even at their demand. 

The addressing of officers with titles such as ‘Your Excellency’, ‘Your Honour’, etc, is abolished and these are replaced by ‘Mr General’, ‘Mr Colonel’ and so on. 

Clearly the Soviet had the upper hand. This created a system called ‘Dual Power’ where the two systems worked together, the Soviet preferring to take a back seat in government. 

Only one man bridged the gap between the two institutions, the vice-Chairman of the Soviet and Minister of Justice, Alexander Kerensky. 
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Draw a spider diagram to show what areas the Soviet controlled
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