ORR Notes - Russia

KQ: Did Kerensky hand power to the Bolsheviks?
After Kornilov Lenin felt the Bolsheviks must act. Why?

1) the Bolsheviks had control of the Soviet

2) their popularity was at an all-time high as shown in elections to local urban soviets across Russia
3) the liberals and conservatives were demoralised after the Kornilov fiasco
4) the Provisional Government was helpless
5) A sudden peace might be negotiated with Germany 
On 12th September Lenin wrote ‘History will not forgive us if we do not assume power now.’
Zinoviev and Kamenev disagreed and made their feelings known. Why?

1) the feared civil war and believed the Bolsheviks would end up isolated and defeated.

2) Trotsky urged Lenin to wait until the Second Congress of the All-Russian Soviet on 26th October – this could be used to make it appear that the Bolsheviks took over with the support of the Soviet.
Kerensky’s response was:

1) Trying to send the most radical army units out of town. Rumours he was trying to abandon Petrograd to the Germans. Soviet set up MRC (Military Revolutionary Committee) in case of another attempted right wing coup. MRC now had direct control of soldiers in the capital and seized arms and ammunition.

2) Kerensky tried to close down two Bolshevik newspapers, restrict the power of the MRC and raise the bridges linking the working class districts to the centre of Petrograd. Gave the Bolsheviks the excuse to act, saying that Kerensky had attacked the Soviet. Kerensky fled to find support at the Front.

Why did Lenin feel it was time to act?

What objections were raised to Lenin’s plans?

Did Kerensky hand power to the Bolsheviks?
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