Historians on February 1917

What were the key elements in the overthrow of the Tsarist regime?

	E. H. Carr


	Wide-ranging explanation covering all elements.

	George Katkov


	Focused on conspiracy amongst the elite.

Strikes a symptom, not cause of revolution.

Role of Germany in stirring up revolution.

	W. H. Chamberlin


	A revolution from below that forced the elite to act.

	Traditional liberal historians
	War & economic collapse, not revolutionaries, caused mass uprisings.

	Soviet historians


	Revolution from below, but it was organised – by Bolsheviks from cells in 200 towns + navy + army.

18 illegal B periodicals; Lenin in constant touch from exile; & effective propaganda acc. to Trotsky.

	Recent Western historians


	Play down role of Bolshekviks. So many different groups & factions. Only 150/26,000 Putilov workers were Bolsheviks, e.g.

	Diane Koenker 

Steve Smith


	90% of strikes in Moscow were economic; people were fighting for survival, not politics.

	Orlando Figes


	Crowd violence was spontaneous reaction to bloody repressions of Feb 26th & hatred of old regime. Strike leaders were workers unaffiliated to any parties.

	Richard Pipes


	Role of soldiers: ‘peasants in uniform’ controlled Petrograd by the end of Feb 27th. 

	Chris Read


	Sees two components to February: an elite revolution (Duma + generals) and a grassroots revolution – together with Nicholas’s own incompetence. 
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