Historians on October 1917

Place the following in the correct places below:

A. Soviet historians    

B. Revisionist historians

C. Recent historians   

D. Post-1945 liberal historians 

1. ……………………………………….. argue that Lenin was a key figure; that without his drive and persistence there wouldn’t have been an October Revolution; and that the Bolsheviks effectively staged a coup when they seized power. They also hold that there was much independent action at a local level in the party and in the soviets and that this popular element cannot be ignored.

2. …………………………………………. maintain that the October Revolution was a coup d’etat led by a well-organised and disciplined revolutionary party that led the masses; and that the Bolsheviks imposed their pernicious ideology on an unwilling population. 

3. …………………………………………. believe that the October Revolution was a popular uprising led and carried out by the working classes, supported by the peasantry, and guided to success by the Bolsheviks.

4. ………………………………………….. say that the workers, peasants and soldiers played a much more important part in the revolution than is often argued; that the Bolsheviks were not that well organised; and that Lenin’s control of events and his party was quite shaky. Their view reverts in many ways back to the popular view of the October Revolution.

