Interpretations of February 1917

The Liberal View – “Optimists”

1. What features of Russia 1905-14 lead Liberal historians to be optimistic about Russia’s future?
2. What destroyed this optimism?

3. How do Liberals regard (a) the role of revolutionaries, (b) the Tsar?

The “Pessimist” View
1. What features of Russia 1905-14 cause other historians to be pessimistic about its future?

2. Do they view Bolshevik revolution to be inevitable?

The Pre-Glasnost Soviet View

1. What key factor do Soviet historians use to explain the fall of Tsarism? Explain! 

2. How do Soviet historians view the role of Nicholas II?

3. How do they regard WW1?

4. What was the role of the Bolsheviks according to this view?

5. Which specific area do they focus on?

6. Whose pressure was vital to the collapse of Tsarism?
7. Why did the Bolsheviks have to wait until October before their revolution was successful?

The Revisionist View

1. What do economic historians say was wrong with Russia’s improved agricultural and industrial production?

2. Outline the social approach of revisionist historians.

The Post-Glasnost View
1. How do some recent Russian historians view Nicholas II?
