ORR Revision notes – Why did the Bolsheviks win power?

Historiography – 3 views

1) Leninist-Marxist internationalism – Russia to set off worldwide revolution  - this would lead to the betterment of humanity through establishing the socialist utopia. 

2) Liberal ‘coincidence’ interpretation of catastrophic WW, abysmal absolutist leadership and liberal ineptitude. REMEMBER – only first signs of democracy 1905! 

3) Bolshevik ‘counter-revolutionaries’ – Cheka introduced to cope – more stable than Kerensky’s gov if no longer Lenin’s ‘freest state in Europe’. 

· Revisionist Bolshevik interpretation that workers voluntarily surrendered to the state – SO – Petrograd Workers Committees wanted to see nationalisation of industries to keep their jobs – this mean they had replaced their self-determinist democracy/socialism with state-inspired discipline. RESULT – Monotheistic police/communist state.

Chronology: 

· October 1918 Divided all land among the peasants – WHY? – Became main support of Bolsheviks – backdrop of Civil War.

· 1914-17 190,000 peasants entered the Petrograd economy. By 1917 60% of population peasants – SO? – this brought the terror of rural Social Revs into the cities – feared as had assassinated Stolypin in 1911. 

· Petrograd 1917-20 – 42% lived without water, approximately 3.2 people per room and a deathrate of 26.5 per thousand. Compare this to a deathrate of 11.2 per thousand in the rich Kazan district and clear why class divisions intensified.

· 28th Feb 1917 – ‘Order no. 1’ but Duma left to govern – no power – Soviet all power but no responsibility. Duarchy.

· August Kornilov ‘one strong man’ putsch of Kerensky’s unwitting volition defeated plus failure of June offensive. Contemporary political opinion traditionally thought army and politics must work together to rule Russia – control ‘dark masses’.

· 3rd June 1918 crisis as communist First Machine Gun regiment ordered to the front – they had 10,000 men and 1,000 mgs. – this crisis followed political polarisation over discovery of the Miliukov note – this promised Allies Russia would continue to fight. 35,000 protested. 

· 10th October Revolution after Lenin passed minority vote in Committee for Struggle – used 8,000 men from Kronstadt naval base (cruiser Aurora fired guns as a signal).

· 24th October – Constituent Assembly disbanded – Communists only got 24% of the vote.

· 23rd February – signing of Brest-Litovsk – seen as a betrayal by the elites – welcomed by the peasants.

· 5th December – Cheka organised to deal with Kadets – Lenin called them ‘the political staff of the bourgeoisie’.

IDEAS

1) Peasant uprising – Bolsheviks presented a channel – Commissar Nizhnigi Novgorod – ‘The local peasantry has got a fixed opinion that all laws have lost their force, and that all legal relations ought now to be regulated by peasant organisations.’

2) Fault of the war – ‘trench bolshevism’ – Brusilov – ‘The soldiers wanted only one thing – peace, so they could go home, rob the landowners and live freely without paying any taxes or recognising any authority. This anarchistic freedom is what they called bolshevism.’

3) Lenin one-stage autocracy to socialism through guiding party. He stood uncompromisingly for Soviet power. Meshed with peasant desires.

4) Growth of factory organisations – provided basis for October revolution and later ‘Red Army’.

5) Won the war by interior lines/railroads – superiority in numbers – control armaments from Petrograd and Tsarist arsenals like Tula. 

6) Good timing and luck! Particularly in the harsh winter!

