LENIN AND THE BOLSHEVIKS 1903-24

KEY ISSUE
What direction did Bolshevik ideology and tactics take between 1903 and February 1917?

CONTENT
Lenin and the creation of the Bolsheviks: the Bolshevik-Menshevik split, the lessons of 1905, the development of the party in exile, the evolution of Leninist ideology.

REFERENCES
Lynch p36-74




Phillips p3-25, 102-111, 118-125

Articles etc.

The second congress of the RSDLP (White)





The making of a revolutionary (Williams)




The making of a revolutionary party (Williams)




Russia’s first revolution (Morison)




The revolution of 1905 (Williams)




World War One and its discontents (White)




The approach to power (Williams)

KEY ISSUE
How and why were the Bolsheviks able to seize power in Russia in 1917?

CONTENT
Lenin and the events of 1917: the April Theses, Bolshevik relations with the Provisional Government and the Soviets (July Days and the Kornilov Revolt), the October Revolution

REFERENCES
Lynch p80-100




Phillips p25-35, 111-117

Articles etc.

Why did tsarism fall? (Pipes)




Kerensky (Kolonitskii)




TheApril Theses (Service)




The July Days and “Soviet power” (Wade)




Why did the Bolsheviks triumph? (Pipes)




The October Revolution (Darby)
KEY ISSUE
How and why were the Bolsheviks able to secure their hold on power between 1917 and 1921?

CONTENT
Lenin and early Bolshevik reforms (Decrees on Land, Peace and Factories, Brest-Litovsk and the Constituent Assembly), War Communism, the Civil War and NEP

REFERENCES
Lynch p104-142




Phillips p37-70, 125-143

Articles etc.

Conclusion-Why the Reds won (Mawdsley)




The Russian Civil War (Watts)

KEY ISSUE

Was Lenin a dictator by inclination: a “Red Tsar”?

CONTENT
Lenin’s methods from 1917, the “Red Terror”, the Kronstadt Rising

REFERENCES
Lynch p146-150


Phillips p144-155

Articles etc.
Tsar Vladimir I: Lenin 1917-24 (Hannah)


The Legacy (Williams)


The Russian Revolutions of 1917 (Williams)

In addition although not on the syllabus you should also revise the struggle for power 

between Stalin and Trotsky following the death of Lenin. See Phillips p155-167 and 

articles by Pipes, Pereira and Lynch together with source sheets

Remember to study the source sheets for interpretations

The different ways in which these themes and issues have been interpreted by

historians form a major focus of the examination

