THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK (MARCH 1918)

1. Proclamation to the Peoples and Governments of all the Belligerent Nations (The Decree on Peace), issued by the Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets (8 November 1917)

The Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, created by the Revolution of 

October 24-25 (November 6-7) and basing itself on the Soviets of Workers’, 

Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies, calls upon all the belligerent peoples and 

their governments to start immediate negotiations for a just, democratic peace.

……..By such a peace the government means an immediate peace without 

annexation ( i.e. without the seizure of foreign lands, without the forcible 

incorporation of foreign nations) and without indemnities…….

The government abolishes secret diplomacy, and for its part, announces its 

firm intention to conduct all negotiations quite openly in full view of the 

whole people…….

The Government proposes an immediate armistice to the government and 

peoples of all the belligerent countries……….for a period of not less than 

three months……….

While addressing the proposal of peace to the governments and peoples of all the belligerent countries, the Provisional Workers’ and Peasants’ Government of Russia appeals in particular also to the class-conscious workers of the three most advanced nations of mankind and the largest states participating in the present war, namely Great Britain, France and Germany………..The workers of the countries mentioned will understand the duty that now faces them of saving mankind from the horrors of war and its consequences, determined and supremely vigorous action, will help us to conclude peace successfully, and at the same time, emancipate the labouring and exploited masses of our population from all forms of slavery and all forms of exploitation.



Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars

2. Lenin’s arguments for the immediate acceptance of German peace terms to the Bolshevik Central Committee (January 1918) 

It is now a question of how we must defend the homeland-the socialist republic. The army is utterly exhausted by war……….the German position on the Baltic Islands is so good that if they attacked they could take Reval and Petrograd with their bare hands. If we continue war in conditions like this, we will strengthen German imperialism enormously and will have to make peace all the same, but the peace will be worse then because we will not be the ones to conclude it. There is no doubt that it is a shameful peace which we are forced to conclude now, but if we embark on a war, our government will be swept away and another government will make peace. Now we not only have the support of the proletariat but of the poor peasants, too, and that will leave us if we continue the war. It is in the interests of French, English and American imperialism to drag out the war………..Those who advocate a revolutionary war point out that this will involve us in a civil war with German imperialism and this way we will awaken revolution in Germany. But Germany is only just pregnant with revolution and we have already given birth to a completely healthy child, a socialist republic which we may kill if we start a war………….

What comrade Trotsky suggests-halting the war, refusing to sign a peace and demobilising the army-this is international political showmanship. The only thing we will achieve by withdrawing our troops is that we will give the Estonian socialist republic to the Germans. It is said that if we conclude peace we will untie the hands of the Japanese and the Americans, who will immediately take possession of Vlaivostok. But before they have reached Irkutsk, we will have been able to make our socialist republic strong.

By signing peace, we will, of course, be handing over independent Poland but we will keep the socialist Estonian republic and get a chance to consolidate what we have won. If the Germans start to attack, we will be forced to sign any peace at all and then, of course, it will be a worse one. To save the socialist republic, reparation of three milliards is not too high a price.

3. Trotsky was not the most radical opponent of Lenin over Brest-Litovsk. The Left Communists opposed peace on the grounds that it would hold up world revolution, and especially the German revolution. They put forward another solution, as outlined by Bukharin 

Comrade Lenin has chosen to define revolutionary war exclusively as a war of large armies with defeats in accordance with all the rules of military science. We propose that war from our side-at least to start with-will inevitably be a partisan war of flying detachments…………In the very process of the struggle……….more and more of the masses will gradually be drawn over to our side, while in the imperialist camp, on the contrary, there will be ever increasing elements of disintegration. The peasants will be drawn into the struggle when they hear, see and know that their land, boots and grain are being taken from them-this is the only real perspective.

