WHAT ARE THE MAIN ELEMENTS AND EMPHASES OF THE LIBERTARIAN INTERPRETATION OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION?

· This is the interpretation of far left writers who see the Bolshevik’s as failing to fulfil the revolutionary potential and promise of 1917

i.e. the popular mass movement which swept away tsarism and the provisional government was “mastered, curbed and crushed” by Lenin and the Bolsheviks

· Libertarian interpretation associated with anarchist groups. Present in the early 1920’s but fully emerged after 1945 when the Soviet system appeared to offer the masses no greater advantage than the capitalist systems in the West-saw Bolsheviks as restoring a hierarchical and coercive order rather than giving power to the masses

Evidence
Peasant support for the “Whites” in the Civil War and proletarian resistance as shown in the Kronstadt Revolt (1921)

· Problem for Libertarians was that any criticism of the Bolsheviks appeared to ally them with the “Liberal” opposition

· Libertarian interpretation is splintered with common threads which challenge the Liberal and Soviet positions

· Libertarian interpretation, unlike the Soviet does not imply an all-embracing historical theory

· The Libertarian interpretation places no emphasis on the level of productive forces

· For Libertarians the speed and degree of success for man’s strive for freedom dependent on many factors-political, cultural and social

· For Libertarians economic oppression results from the way in which individuals relate to each other in the process of producing wealth

· For Libertarians wherever those who produce are subordinate to those who manage production society will be marked by division

· Libertarians believe that oppression can only be overcome when the producers themselves manage production

i.e. self-management of the economy by the workers

· The Libertarian interpretation agrees with the Soviet in its belief

· In human potential to achieve social harmony

· That the potential of man is dependent on the overthrow of oppression

· That economic oppression (the exploitation of man by man) is the source from which all other oppression flows

· For Libertarians the centre stage of the revolution is occupied by the masses-the protests which Soviet historians see as spontaneous and Liberals as mindless/destructive Libertarians regard as the very stuff of history

· For Libertarians the key feature of the Revolution was the attempt by the masses to gain direct control over their lives

CONCLUSION

The Libertarian interpretation has two main focuses

· The issue of self-management by peasants and workers

e.g. the establishment of factory committees as an attempt by the workers to gain control of the productive process

· The elitist and coercive nature of the regime established by the Bolsheviks

i.e. an “intellectual” worker class

