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B Mentality

B’s saw Civ War as a class war.

Regime immediately faced war thus it is difficult to judge how diff it could’ve been if left to develop in peace time for a no. of years first: all regimes at war are diff to their peacetime character to a point.

Cheka origin. created to deal with breakdown of law after Oct Rev i.e. looting but nature of organization transformed with Civ War as they became an organ of terror.

B’s very open about their brutal punishments v class enemies but stressed this was a temporary measure until the war was won

B’s saw Cheka as like Fr Rev Terror of 1794.

Cheka were more open than the Okhrana in their terror: like Stolypin’s pacification of the countryside in 1906-7.

Cheka became more subtle like the Okhrana after the war.

Having developed brutal tactics at the inception of civ war it was difficult to let these techniques of rule go once peace time came.

Civ War brought v bad conditions which Bs were not always realistic about i.e.

Money became worthless – hence bartering came in – some Bs saw this as the end of the Capitalist evil of currency now all could share.

Famine made many orphans which were seen by some as an ideal situation: now they could be put into collective orphanages w/out parental interference.

Bs marched on Warsaw and expected their workers Polish brothers to rise in solidarity with them: they shot at them seeing it as a national issue.

Why the Bs Won
Russia’s transport grid was geared to Moscow and St Pet thus it was v.difficult for the Whites on the periphery to manipulate it to their advantage.

Green armies gave allegiance to neither side but caused the Whites more problems as they tended to inhabit the same rural, outlying locations.

Bs had active support of the city workers.

Bs benefited from the passivity of many peasants: they disliked Bs requisitioning of their grain but as the Whites would give their land back to the landlords the Bs were lesser of two evils.  Peasants acquiesced to the Bs.

After the Civil war

Bs described their rule as a “dictatorship of the proletariat” accountable to soviet rule.

This was inaccurate the Oct Rev was a Communist action not a Soviet one.

Bs initially prob assumed Bs party system would be distinct from govt system as in Party/ Govt politics in the UK.

Govt chosen from Politburo within CC of the Com Party.

Name “Bolshevik” is replaced by “Communist” after Civ war.

The Cs were a “dictatorship of the P” not in the sense that the Ps now controlled Russia but that a select few drawn from the Ps ran Russia now. 

NEP & C Policies
Lack of for. Invest. = Lenin needed Peas support but grain requisitioning was v.umpop.

1920/1: Tambov, Central Russia – 50TH Red Army troops put down Peas uprising.

1921: Kronstadt Uprising at time of 10th Party Congress.

Cs turned their guns on the revolutionary proletariat for the first time.  Sed weakly that the K. sailors had been infiltrated by Whites.

Lenin now retreated to NEP allowing peas to sell surplus after tax not all surplus requisitioned thus spur to production.

Fitzp thus says Moscow in the mid 20s was no diff to Moscow in 1013 with pips coming in to trade.

Lenin got rid of other P parties, outlawed them after NEP.  Killed off Mensh and SRs.

Lenin realized Bs were inexperienced and needed Bourgeois experts until they were strong enough thus Czarist bureaucrats re-employed and controlled.
The Succession

Lenin ill mid-1921 – dies Jan 1924.

Lenin saw Stalin and Trotsky as 2 outstanding members of the 7 full Politburo members.

He worried Stalin had too much power as Gen Sec (by appointments he built up a client base) and also that he was abrupt and rude – as he had been to Krupskaya.

The Party worried about Trotsky.

They did not want a dominant Napoleon like after the Fr Rev.:  Trotsky was perceived as this.

Trotsky was Jewish, intellectual and charismatic.  Stalin was none of these thus not seen as a threat. Nikolai Sukhanov described Stalin as “a grey blur”.

Stalin in alliance with Zinoviev and kamenev opposed Trotsky: he later broke with these.  He was perceived to be malleable (parallel Hitler Jan 1933 coalition cabinet).

Both Stalin and Trotsky favoured industrial way forward.

Stalin slurred Trotsky in all ways though i.e. when Trotsky sed internationalism Stalin sed he cared more for other countries than Russia’s needs.

Stalin’s Ideas

Stalin wanted to get rid of NEP and the nep men who made money from it, he despised Kulaks.  He wanted to bring in 5 year plans.

There was no foreign investment as Witte had had to rely on.  He was willing to squeeze the peasants and back the workers whatever the consequences – something Stolypin would never have done. 

