Year 13
Civil War Assessment

Your task is to write a series of posts to form a Civil War Diary. You and your classmates have been conscripted in a Red Army peasant battalion in 1918. You need to explain your feelings on joining up and leaving your wives, how you got to the frontline and most importantly what conditions are like in the trenches. You and your classmates must read and comment on each others blogs as contemporaries (people who were there at the time). 

Here is a quick list of words you may want to use

Barbed wire

Duckboards


Shell shock

Family

shell-holes
Trench foot

Rats


fear


Lice
 Lenin

Bolsheviks


bully beef

Trotsky 
Stalin

Storming of the Winter Palace
Brest-Litovsk
White Russians
Red Army
Greens
Czech Legion
Kornilov
White commanders

Dug outs 


Sap trenches
snipers

Machine Guns
dogfight

Artillery

firestep

Cowardice

parapet

Mutiny

parados

Obviously these are only a few of the many…

How to do it.

For an example check out http://firstworldwartrenchdiary.blogspot.com/ where there may be one prepared earlier. 

Go to the site www.edublogs.com
Follow the instructions on screen to set up an account – you will need a working e-mail address. 
Choose a template and name your account carefully – you need to write this down and pass it to your teacher as he needs this to mark your work. 

You now need to post your diary. Write it section by section – after each post leave time for your friends in class to write back to you – so you should have a repeated messages – similar to MySpace. 

If you feel that you fancy something a little harder…
Then you can try adding a podcast to your blog. Follow the instructions on the site to add it to your blog. To create the Podcast, you need to:
1) Log on to your profile area.

2) Go to Start – Programs – Audacity. This is the program you will use to podcast.

3) Plug in your headphones and make sure the microphone is turned on.

4) Press the red RECORD button on the screen and speak into the microphone. Press PLAY to hear your words. If you cannot hear yourself:

a) Check the sound setting of your computer

b) Check the microphone is on and plugged in correctly

c) Check the box for input on screen is MIC IN.

d) Check the slider for volume is on HIGH 

If it still doesn’t work, ask!

5) Now you have tested your equipment record your first day in the trenches. Then repeat for your following days.
6) On the right hand side of your screen you will see cut and paste tools as in word. You can select and take out parts of your speech that are wrong. You can also paste in replacement speech but I do not advise this – it takes ages and is easier to dictate the day once again.  

7) IF you complete this, then you may go to SHARED and HISTORY and you will find SOUND FILES for use with the PODCASTING. Go to IMPORT AUDIO in AUDACITY and import whichever files you wish to use. HINT: Nuclear explosions did not occur in the trenches! 

8) After adding your audio files, see the teacher in charge to explain how to use the TIME SHIFT tool to arrange your sounds in order. 

You see, incredibly simple! 

Some examples of blogs for you to post to:

www.firstworldwar2007.blogspot.com
http://danoisking.blogspot.com
www.worldwar1trenchdiaries.blogspot.com
