THE REASONS WHY LENIN CLOSED THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

Part of the decree dissolving the constituent assembly drawn up by Lenin and the Bolsheviks (January 1918)

The old bourgeois parliament is effete and incompatible with the aims of realising socialism. It is not general, national institutions, but only class institutions that can overcome the resistance of the propertied classes and lay the foundation of a socialist society.

A comment by Trotsky on the closure of the Constituent Assembly

We have trampled underfoot the principles of democracy for the sake of the loftier principles of social revolution.

Part of the address given by Victor Chernov on the first day of the Constituent Assembly. Chernov was the founder of the Socialist Revolutionary party and the leader of the Right Social Revolutionaries following the party’s split in October 1917. The address was written up by Chernov in 1948.

The Decree of the All-Russian Executive Committee of the Soviets on the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly (19 January 1918) drafted by Lenin and accepted by the Soviet

