Lenin lived! Lenin lives! Lenin will live forever!

Read the conclusion to Chris Read’s biography of Lenin and from 2/3 of the way down p.285 – 291, make notes that address the following questions and issues:

1. What happened to the cult of Lenin after 1945?

2. Why was 1956 a turning point for how Russian Communists viewed Lenin? (You will need to research this)

3. How did many Western revisionists from the 60’s to the 80’s portray Lenin?

4. How did the tone change by the 80’s and 90’s?

5. Chris Read talks about a ‘new approach to Lenin’ and highlights a number of issues:

· The myth of the party split in 1903

· Lenin as a member of Russian’s intelligentsia

· Lenin’s relationship to real workers

· The differences between 1905 and 1917

· How Lenin governed

· When Lenin got a grip on events

